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We are proud to present this new 
journal, which as the official journal 
of the Kurdology Centre is 
exclusively for publishing academic 
research and analysis in Kurdish 
matters.

Our Centre is an institute for 
academic research situated in the 
Kurdish region and seeking to 
promote the advance of Kurdish 
science and culture. We pride 
ourselves on having our own 
personal, moral identity with our 
own free budget; we have 
independence of management and 
we have our own direct links to the 
Kurdish region’s Council of 
Ministers.

Arising from a desire to promote 
studies in Kurdish issues, our 
Kurdology Centre has been 
launched to perform academic and 
scientific research in different fields 
including language, literature, 
history, geography, economics, 
sociology, education and other more 
traditional aspects of our national 
heritage and identity.  The centre 
provides a key role in the planning 
and logistical support for projects 
within these key research areas. We 
are very much concerned with the 
quality of work that is being 
promoted through the Centre; we 
pay special attention to the 
production of new and innovative 
research with modern thinking, to 
scientific approaches to the writing 
of Kurdish history and above all 
else, to giving primacy to the 
Kurdish language.

As an academic institute for 
research, this Centre publishes a 
remarkable number of books, 
articles, letter collections and other 
relevant translated works belonging 

,
particularly those works that are in 
line with our goal of promoting 
academic study on Kurdish issues.  
Our Centre also holds conferences 
and seminars on Kurdish culture, 
history and linguistics.  

From this perspective, we are 
ready and willing to co-operate with 
Kurdish universities, academies and 
other institutions at home and 
abroad.  We would also like to invite 
all scholars and researchers, who are 
involved in similar translation and 
analysis projects, to partner with us 
in a spirit of cooperation.  

Phonology In Kurdish 
Language.

 Aurahman H. Marif  

 Regardful before this 
magazine could be printed, Prof.Dr. 
Marif died. With deepest grief and 
sorrow, we, the staff of the 
Kurdology magazine, express our 
heart-felt condolences to Marif’s 
family, friends and students. 
Aurahman’s  death in a big loss to 
the Kurdish University and 
education establishment.  

 Coming to the article, Prof. 
Marif has chosen a very important 
linguistic topic in which he takes up 
phonetics, phonemics and divergents 
in the Kurdish language such topics 
are, often, very particular and 
concern a single language especially 
the way letter and words sound are 
produced by the native people. 

 This subject is relatively 
new in the Kurdish language Dr. 
Marif , as an expert, tells us how 
vowels and consonants sound and 
how they differ from place to place 
in Kurdistan, or are omitted and 
dropped in some Kurdish dialect. 
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language needs a special alphabet in 
which every letter and word sound 
the way Kurdish people to express 
themselves. 

Kurdish Literature language 
and Alphabets 

By: Dr. Rafiq Sabir 

This article is composed of two 
main sections. The first section 
focuses on the unified Kurdish 
literary language as found in the 
dialect used in Southern and Eastern 
Kurdistan (where for almost two 
centuries Kurdish history, politics 
and culture have been suitably and 
efficiently flourishing). For more 
than one hundred years, the same 
language has been used for writing 
and issuing newspapers and 
scientific books. For this reason, this 
dialect has become an official 
language of all the governments 
established in these two parts of 
Kurdistan. Thus, in practice, this 
dialect has become a Kurdish 
standard.  Apart from this, Badinan 
(Kirmanji) and Zaza are used in 
Northern Kurdistan as the language 
for literature and writing. 
Considering this unique 
phenomenon of two main dialects, 
the article addresses the following 
question: to what extent will this 
phenomenon effect the unification 
of Kurdish culture and language? 

The second part of the article 
gives its attention to the current 
alphabets being used. Developing 
over the past four centuries Kurdish 
is now being written using a 
Persian-variant and Latin alphabets; 
the latter being introduced forcefully 
by the Turkish Nationalists in 1924 
and is now used by every nationality 
in Turkey including the Kurds. From 

their historical roots as well as 
isolating them from the culture, 
ideology and literature of all the 
other Kurdish regions.  In 
conclusion, the article offers a 
proposal aimed at applying methods 
to rescue the Kurdish language from 
its’ current chaotic situation and 
suggests following necessary rules 
produced by accredited linguistic 
institutions.

Jaba's Kurdish- French 
dictionary

By: Dr. Muhsin Omer

Dr.Omer, who seems to be a 
French language expert, presents 
this interesting dictionary which is 
written by a Polish auther, 
sponsored & published by Russian 
Imperial Academy of Science in the 
French Language.This dictionary 
was printed in 1879 in 
St.Petersburg.Dr.Omer pays a great 
attention to two main points. 

 Firstly: the reasons and 
circumstances that justified issuing 
such a dictionary. He considers this 
scientific work as a part of Europian 
inclination to learn much about other 
nations and other lands for diffirent 
purposes. Actually this was an 
element of their renaissance. 

 Secondly: in the introduction of 
the dictionary written by Ferdinand 
Justi.Justi says that August Jaba was 
a Polish diplomat who worke in the 
Russian consulate in Kurdistan, 
Eastern Turky. There he met Mulla 
Mahmood Bayazdi who offered 
valuable helps concerning the 
Kurdish culture,traditions and 
language. Justi realized that Jaba's 
knowledge of German & French 
helped him to write and pronounce 
Kurdish letter.
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as ( Recueil de Notices et Recits 
Kourdes) that includes 56 Kurdish 
stories and other texts translated to 
French. These two men employed 
their knowledge of other regional 
languages, including Armenian, 
Persian and Arabic to enrich their 
works.

About the methods of Sufism in 
Kurdistan

By: Dr. Jaafer Ali 

Sufism is a spiritual and social 
movement-phenomenon within 
Islam. As such, it has left its effect 
on the political, social, spiritual and 
literary spheres of life as well as on 
the life of different strata of society. 
After the decline of the local ruling 
heritage within Kurdish regions 
during the second half of the 
nineteenth Century, Sufi movements 
and their pioneers found a suitable 
chance to fill this power vacuum in 
Kurdistan.

This research consists of the 
abstract, three main sections, an 
outcome and the summary of the 
research including a list of 
references. The first main section 
contains a definition of Sufism and 
its’ different meanings and forms 
found in Kurdistan – in particular 
the Al-Qadri and Naqshbandi forms. 
The second section deals with the 
effect of the Kurdish liberation 
movement on these Sufi movements 
during the reign of Sultan Abdul-
Hammed. In the third section light is 
shed on the historical, political and 
educational effect of the ‘Itihad al-
Tariqi’s’ society and its’ attitude 
towards Sufism in Kurdistan as well 
as discussing the important roles of 
Sheikh Abdul Salam Barzani in the 
Southern Kurdistan and other 

gg
after the First World War up until 
the revolt under Sheikh Sayeed 
Pieran in 1925.

Cosmogony and Kurdish Truth 
Worshippers

By: Dr. Muhammed Mukry  
Trans. From French by: Dr. 

Muhsin Omer

The truth worshipper are all 
Kurds, they live in eastern Kurdistan 
in Iran. They have a particular belief 
concerning the creation of the 
universe “cosmogony”. This religion 
syncretizes with the ideas of Old 
Iranian beliefs and also with todays 
Shiite Islamic Sect: this is probably 
to ease their relations with Iranian 
fanatics, because they are not 
allowed to practice their rituals in 
open.

 Truth followers believe that 
God had contemplated and thought 
very deeply before creating the 
universe. They think that got, like a 
drop of rain came down, embraced 
by shell and lived as a seed inside 
this oyster then he created a pearl. 
He exploded the pearl that caused 
the water of the ocean to gush out. 

  From the vapor of the 
water, the sky was created, and from 
the foam the earth was created, then 
he created all other living creatures. 

  These worshippers have a 
special respect for water & pearls 
and to calmness which was needed 
to create everything. Women are 
also respected as important elements 
of creation.
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Understand 

    
By: Dr. Kalil Jundi 

Until mid seventies of the 
last century, scholars couldn’t get 
much information about this 
important religion in Kurdistan. For 
the first time in 1970s some yezidi 
Kurds had graduated from Baghdad 
University. They started writing and 
publishing books about their 
religion.

 Yezidi Kurds, along with 
other citizens took part in the 1991 
Kurdish upraising against the Baath 
regime. Shortly after Lalish centers 
for yezidism education were opened 
in Kurdistan & Germany.  Yezidi 
Kurds can today practice their 
rituals, talk about their religion and 
take part in social, political and 
economic activities in the librated 
areas of Kurdistan. 

 Dr. Jundi gives several 
evidences to prove that Yezidis have 
a unique religion which is not a sect 
of any other religion. He also took 
part in authoring many books about 
Yezidism. This religion is also 
known as “The Cult of Peacock 
Angel”

    

Librating Movement and 
diplomatic Effort of The Kurdish 
Nation After WW1

By: Aram Ali  

Mr. Ali goes back in time 
to the first quarter of the 20th

century; the turning point of crucial 
change that happened in the Middle 
East, many nations have received 
their freedom and their own state.  

The Kurds were not united; they 
weren’t capable to persuade the big 
power of that time to establish a 
Kurdish state in pan Kurdistan or in 

g
rule, saw changes, one time a part of 
Kurdistan was under the control of 
the strong Russian army, while the 
eastern and southern parts were 
under the British, French. Italian & 
Greek armies.  

 As for their part, the 
Kurdish leaders had tried both 
military and diplomatic means to 
reach their objectives. Both Smael 
Khani Smko in the east and 
Mahmood Hafeed in the south 
established semi state which 
collapsed under the strikes of 
stronger enemies. 

 The diplomatic effort of 
Gen. Sharif Pasha persuaded the 
Victorians power of the war to sign 
the “Severs” treaty in 1920 that 
granted the Kurds many basic rights. 
This treaty came under the pressure 
of Russian & Turkey and was and 
replaced by the Lausanne treaty that 
canse the achievements of the 
Kurds.

The factors of relationship 
between Kurdistan region and 
Turkey

By:  Herish A. Hama Kareem 

The events that happened during 
1990 have had great importance in 
shaping modern world history. 
There have been two main changes 
in the geopolitical landscape at that 
time. The first major change was 
that following the collapse of the 
former Soviet Union the 
longstanding Cold War (1945 – 
1990) ceased which effectively 
ended the polarization of the world 
into two main blocks. The other 
main change was the invasion of 
Kuwait by Iraqi forces, which paved 
the way for the USA to display its 
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In these circumstances, 
international politics has faced great 
changes. Within the Middle East, as 
one of the regions that faced these 
same changes, it is argued that 
Southern Kurdistan and Turkey have 
faced the lion’s share of these 
changes.  The main aim of this study 
is to describe the history of the 
relationship between these two 
political entities through analyzing 
the main events of this period, the 
unchangeable political factors, and 
the effect of the global and regional 
factors on this relationship.  

This study consists of four 
chapters. The first chapter explores 
the nature of the ties between the 
Kurdistan region and Turkey has 
been described from a geopolitical 
perspective. The second chapter of 
the study deals with the period of the 
events, reconciliation and co-
operation between Iraq and Turkey, 
their relations established during 
1991-1992 and the multilateral co-
operation that developed in 1992-
1994. The third chapter deals with 
the effects of global relationships on 
the ties between Kurdistan region 
and Turkey. Here Iraq, Syria and 
Iran as a regional states and the USA 
as sole world superpower were 
involved co-operative efforts with 
both Turkey and Kurdistan region.  

p p ( g
a Kurdish Identity) 

By: Scott Wattson
Trans. by: Farhad Jalal 

This article sheds light on the 
changes after the end of the cold war 
when many new ethnic, religious, 
political and societal questions 
appeared. These questions along 
with the national identities drew the 
attention of scholars like Barry 
Buzan & Ole Waever who studied 
the present & future factors that 
threatens the societal security and 
identy of a Community. 

Buzan & Waever delt with 
national & ethnic conflicts which 
took place in several countries, 
especially those with ethnic 
problems & conflicts of Regulation 
in divided societies. The article 
debates on the position of groups 
that cannot tolerate the presence of 
other groups.  

As Kurds are concerned, their 
problem in Turkey is studied, where 
their presence is ignored and their 
basic rights are denied .They are 
removed from their homeland and 
replaced by Turks from other areas. 
The Kurds are taken to cities with a 
majority Turkish population in an 
attempt to undermind their national 
identity. The same methods are used 
in Iraq & Syria, in Iran where they 
also being deprived of their national 
identity. 
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 Critique & Alternatives 
    

By: Kawa Jalal

This precious article studies the 
schooling, upbringing & teaching 
system. The article deals with the 
concerned parties: Family, society 
and teaching establishments. Our 
society is a conservative one; our 
families can not open a wide horizon 
of upbringing. The simply like to 
force their children to learn school 
subjects, pass the exam and get paid 
posts. The schools stick to old styles 
of teaching, which forces the pupils 
and students to learn everything by 
heart without getting essence of the 
materials. (Learning by rote). 

The main teaching elements are 
school books and teachers; there is 
no room for ratinly in learning and 
the pupils. The books are often out 
of date. They are rather theoretical 
not practical.

The teachers follow the same old 
style of teaching that they have 
received during their own school 
time as if they prepare alternatives 
to replace them when they retire.   

Mr. Jalal describes our native 
language as insufficient for teaching 
of poor in technical forms and 
idioms. Beside this the teacher uses 
many Arabic terms that are 
misunderstood by the pupils who do 
not learn Arabic intensively. 

Eventually the writer suggests 
new methods for teaching & 
upbringing.     

the Ardalan region of Kurdistan 

By: Dr. Abdullah Mardokh 

In the past, the majority of the 
inhabitants of Kurdistan have 
depended on agriculture and animal 
husbandry for their livelihood. This 
lifestyle has given rise to a strong 
feudalistic system among them: the 
impact of which is still noticeable 
today in Kurdish society. These two 
economic factors have often been 
seen side-by-side and are relative to 
each other. When conditions for 
agriculture are strong, there is less 
focus on rearing animals. However 
conversely, where there are weaker 
conditions for agriculture, there will 
be greater emphasis on animal 
husbandry.  

In the past, the same lifestyle 
prevailed in the Ardalan region of 
Kurdistan. Ardalan, however, was 
one of the regions of Kurdistan 
where a strong Emirate developed, 
and a special social and political 
system was also established.  

In this article we have a 
description and explanation of the 
historical perspectives for this 
together with a description of the 
level of sophistication of the 
Emirate, the special roles of the 
ministers who had been taken from 
the Ardalanian families and the then 
existing feudalistic system. The 
article also discusses the influence 
that this emirate-style rule had on 
its’ own region in particular and 
more widely, on the whole of 
Kurdistan.

s anan
her useser us

that at
ls whos wh

ive
hingg

ndd

a s
tem waswa

In thIn
descripdescrip
histohis
to



7

y
Governorate

By: Jasim Muhammed Ali 

Expulsion is defined as forcing 
people to change their permanent 
place of residence against their will. 
Such a process is usually carried out 
by state forces, using means to 
terrify the population and / or 
forcing them to leave their homes at 
gunpoint.  Such expulsions have 
often been practised by dictatorial 
regimes aiming at oppressing 
particular population groups within 
their own country. History shows 
many examples. During Joseph 
Stalin’s rule in the Soviet Union, 
millions of people were displaced 
and forced to live in collective 
camps in Siberia. In the 1960’s, the 
occupying American military forces 
forced two-thirds of the Vietnamese 
population to live in 16,000 
specified villages.

Successive governments of 
Baghdad have followed this same 
policy towards the Kurds. During 
the Ba’ath Party’s rule and 
according to the Party’s conference 
in 1979, Kurdistan was regarded as a 
part of the Pan-Arab territory. For 
this reason, wide operations of 
displacement were practised against 
the Kurdish population and their 
lands were considered as part of the 
Islamic Arab state established 
several hundred years ago. In this 
way there was a grave violation the 
Kurdish right of living in the 
homeland of their forefathers.  In 
this article we have an excellent 
summary of the history of 
expulsions of inhabitants from the 
Sulemany Governorate and the 
impact that this had. 

y (
1945).

By: Dr. Ako Shwani 

From 1932 to 1939, that is from 
the date that Iraq was accepted as a 
member of the ‘League of Nations’ 
until the outbreak of World War 
Two, Britain showed no friendly 
attitude whatsoever to the Kurdish 
nation or its leaders. Her efforts 
concentrated rather on pacifying and 
keeping the Kurds forcefully within 
the Iraqi nation and helping the Iraqi 
government to keep the Kurds as a 
pacified people.

This situation changed during 
World War Two. The British 
government realised that the 
situation in Kurdistan was severe 
and was likely to create a Kurdish 
revolution. They also noticed that 
Iraqi authority had failed to bring 
changes about in Kurdistan or to 
meet the requirements of the Kurds.  

The main points of this article 
concern the British use of 
propaganda in Sulemany City which 
was both through using political 
occasions as well as the media. It is 
demonstrated that although the 
propaganda showed the Kurds were 
benefiting from the events 
happening in Iraq, the propaganda 
was mainly serving British interests. 
In the mean time, some Britons were 
deceiving the nation by giving 
money to educated pro-British 
Kurdish elements in order to 
consolidate the defacto situation 
within Iraq and to make them forget 
having their own state.  
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AS described in Avlia 
Chalabi's Syahatnama * 

By: Martin V. Bruinssin 
Trans. by: Abdulkarim Uzeri 

In the History of the Ottman 
Empir and the modern Turkish 
Rule,ther are only tow writers who 
wrote about the Kurds without 
denying their existencet, the first is 
Avlia Chalabi who lived in the 17th

Century,and the second is Ismael 
Beshkchi, who spends most of his 
time in todays Turkish Jail only 
because he tells the facts that 
concerns the Kurdish nation. 

Chalabi,in his ten-volumes 
Syahatnama, had wrote what he had 
seen in Kurdistan and about the 
nature tradition and the culture of 
the kurds. Unfortunately Sultan 
Abdulhamid and the rulers who 
came after him have practiced many 
distortions of the facts which were 
mentioned in mentioned in Chalabi's 
manuscripts.                Nevertheless, 
Prof. Bruinssin and his kurdologist 
colleagues have worked hard to find 
and rewrite the facts taken up by 
Chalabi. They especially wrote 
about the revolution by Abdal Khan 
Badlisi, who as the governer of 
Badlis asked for fair treatment. But 
the Ottman Army responded by 
demolishing the city massacring it's 
inhabitants and burning up Abdal's 
great Library. 

*Syahatnama means travel 
journals.

y

Documents from the French 
Defense Ministry and British 
Foreign Ministry “French 
Language” 1920-1924 

    
  Trans. by : Najat 
Abdulla

 This six important 
documents have been translated 
from French to Kurdish by Mr. 
Abdulla. Five of them are written by 
Kurdish Social Assembly, and the 
sixth document is a report by the 
French newspaper “le Moniteur 
Oriental”.

 These documents are letters 
sent by the Assembly to the British 
High Commission in Istanbul or in 
Baghdad. They are all explaining the 
Kurdish situation after the First 
World War, demanding the rights of 
the self determiners for the Kurds 
and establishing their own state. 

 This assembly was found as 
a split from “Tea’ali” organization 
and started its own activity in 1920. 
most of the letters are signed by 
Mamduh Saleem Beg. later on, the 
assembly chose   Sharif Pasha to 
negotiate with the super powers to 
grant the Kurds their natural rights. 
The French newspaper article 
reported on the establishment of this 
organization in Istanbul 
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