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face. Sterile soil is encountered outside the pit at a depth of 80 cm.

* The horizon indicated by this pit house is a pre-pottery one
. featuring a well-developed microlithic blade tradition, complete
with very fine pyramidal cores and backed bladelets. There is no
decorative worked stone such as that as found at Karim Shahir and
Jarmo in the form beads, pendants, bracelets and balls, nor are
there any stone bowl fragments. No obsidian was found here. The
worked stone consists mainly of chipped and polished pebble celts
and many fragments of mortars, pestles, rubbing stones, hammer-
stones, and door sockets. Some pieces of clay figurines were found
but are too fragmentary to identify. There are no human or animal
figurines.

The second trench was a cut 2 m. wide made in the British
army trench on the south slope of the mound. A survey showed
‘much mierolithic flint on the north face of the trench and.it was
hoped that a stratigraphic sequence of occupation might be readily
obtained in this way. Unfortunately, a very large and deep pit
containing pottery in its fill spoiled the hoped-for stratigraphy at
this particular location.

An area higher up near the center of the mound was chosen
next and a 2x3 m. trench was laid out-on an-east-west line. Con-
cretions occurred here also at approximately 20 em. and the whole
area was filled with cracked and broken stones, many pebbles of all
gizes and much worked stone of the/layer variety — mortars,
grinding stones, rubbing stones, efc. A line of large stones was
uncovered at 90 em. below the zurface and the area was-enlarged
on the north, east, and sotith faces to make a 4 x4 m. square in
which the wall could be traced. In working down to this wall, a
segment of a circular wall made up of small stones was found at
approximately 40 cm. A floor of small pebbles underlain by alter-
nating red and black layers gave further indication of undisturbed
occupation here. The yield of flint implements from this trench
was not as great as from the first one, but the quantity of larger
worked stone was very high, in the usual range of artifacts already
mentioned. No pottery whatever was found in this trench, which

ns the argument against the potsherds occurring as part of
the deposit in trench I, as the stone industry represented in the
two operations is certainly of the same horizon.

The occupation at M'lefaat is therefore amply demonstrated
by architecture and a well-defined stone industry which would
seem to be closely related to that of Karim Shahir, especially in
the micro blade and scraper categories. The polished pebble celts
are finer than those fram Karim Shahir, but chipped ones more
comparable are also found. Small decorative stone is lacking, how-
ever, but the absence of obsidian and pottery definitely place this
gite in the pre-Jarmo range, and close to Karim Shahir. -

-
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against i . This might uce more fauna which was
Mousterian and Zarzi typology. The Mousterian, which cursory
field inspection suggested might run to small delicate pieces and
very narrow steep-sided points, may be a typological variant from
the other Mousterian sites in the region. The chance for any carbon
samples is probably remote in such a shallow and early outdoor
s B.H.

Decembre Tth, the two adjacent small mounds, Tell el-Khan
and %l M’lefaat, on either side of the Erbil-Mosul road, ust west
of the Khazir River bridge, were opened in a ten day sounding. We
had noted el-Khan in 1951; M'lefaat had been encountered
during our survey of the Khazir drainage system. The _gensml area,
including the two mounds, had been the scene of trenching and other
defensive operations put in by the British army in 1942 to defend the
Khazir crossing. In many ways, the anti-tank trenches were an ad-
vantage to us in that they showed long exposures in section, below the
surface of the ground. El-Khan had strong aqrfu.na .indma_tmnp of
Hassunan type; M'lefaat yielded surface flints {mcludmi microliths)
and some ground stone objects which suggested to us a phase aps
midway between that of Jarmo and of Karim Shahir. Miss Broman
was in resident charge of the El-Khan-M'lefaat operations, She
writes :

The M'lefaat mound lies on a natural hill above a terrace
overlooking the Khazir River, on the right bank and just north-
west of the Mosul road bridge. The area covered by the mound is
roughly 90x120 m. and the depth of occupational deposit was
found to be about 1.5 m. Three trenches were, laid out here, two on
the northwest slope of the mound neur the top and one in the
British army trench which runs ea. east-west on the south side
of the mound.

In the first trench a more or less round pit, ca. 3 m. in
diameter, was outlined at 70 cm. below the surface. This pit, when
clearned, had a bench at 90 cm. and seemed to suggest an earlier
pit, later partly filled in and ‘‘floored’’ with cracked and broken
stone and enlarged on the eastern adge, forming a larger and
rounder pit. That this pit represents a habitation is indicated by
the presence of a hearth in the south end and by the stone layer
forming a sort of floor for the later pit. The whole urea of the pit
and the surrounding trench was greatly disturbed by animal bur-
rowing, which will probably invalidate the carbon sample taken
from the hearth. This animal activty also explains the presence
of five small sherds in the fill of the pit. All of the material in the
pit and in the deposits around it is covered with coneretions whieh
oceur in bands starting below.the plow line (ca. 20 em. below the
surface) and persist to a depth of 80 em. — 1.0 m. below the sur-
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also yielded the only real remains of a structure yet uncovred — a
portion of stone footing for the wall (presumably touf) of a building
of rectilinear plan.

The results of our sounding of Gird Banahilk show that the
gite i8 a rich one. Though complicated by the recent military
utilization of it, excavation of the tell should prove very IE'WH’d.Ll:I%
in helping to complete our present imperfect understanding o
that assemblage which includes the Halafian painted pottery style,
or an important variant of that assemblage.

P.J.A.

The Banahilk soundings provide the basis for a catalogue of
materials of an assemblage which included the Halafian painted pottery
style in a new and critical area.

At the same time as Gird Banahilk was being tested;, Dr. Howe
and Sayid Hussain worked in a cave and two adjacent rock shelters
above tze village of Havdian, also in the Diyana plain./The best yield
was in the middle (and rather open) rock shelter of the group, referred
to as the Babkhal shelter, Here, below a thin.gurface layer with recent
potsherds and the traces of a rather Zarzi-like flint blade industry, an
occurrence of ‘*Mousterian'® type flint tools was encountered. Dr. Howe
describes the operation as follows:

The third locality where cave-tests were made was along a
cliff face above the village of Havdian on the southwestern edge of
the Diyana Plain. There the most obvious site, the Havdian Cave,
proved to have only modern deposits, though distinctive microliths
and other flint forms had been collected from its talus. The Cave
of Bebkhal, located further to westward along this same cliff face,
had similar promising talus indications but was too cluttered with
massive rockfall for a short term operation. However, adjacent to
this on the south was a small enclave of greensward open to the
sky, set part level and part sloping against the cliff face and sur-
rounded by rockfall. Here good quantities of flint occurred on the
surface. Evidence pointed to its having always been an open air
site rather than a roofed shelter now céllapsed. Two longitudinal
test trenches set in echelon up the slope to the cliff base revealed :

(1) a moderately productive Mousterian horizon in situ in a com-
pact red deposit filled with limestone fragments and overlain by
(2) a thin horizon of the Upper Palaeolithic industry of the Zarzi

which may occur in the uppermost portions of the red layer,
though its materials were most evident in the overlying ten cen-
timeters of humus deposit where they were unfortunately mixed
with both Mousterian and modern debris.

At Babkhal a Mousterian industry, overlain by Upper Palaeo-
lithic of Zarzi type, could be further exploited with profit. There
is a considerable probably uncontaminated area unexcavated
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- work at Shanidar cave had already indicated a northward extension
of & blade tool industry of Zarzi type®.
ma Ralph Solecki, Sumer VIII (1962) 127-192, ibid., IX (1063) 60-105,

On November 27th, test soundings were begun on Gird Banahilk,
one kilometer southwest of Diyana village, this being a Ema.ll mound
which had yielded Halafian painted pottery on m:rfwﬁ uul.!ac.tjnn. We
had been attracted by what we took to be relative ‘‘purity’’ of the

i le, an im i mnﬁrmadformh_ﬁayida;i‘qnﬂ
mmm?iu m& Ali Mustafa. We were in in examiaing
& Halafian manifestation in such a relatively remote mountain vulley
and so near to the t im!lrmjnuuplandunatufnlmul_athe
Diyana plain: we anticipated an opportunity of W
rudio-active carbon date for the site aganst samples Matson
obtained from Arpachiyah. Miss Andersen acted as superintendent
at Gird Banahilk, She reports:

The mound known as Banahilk has a roughly ovoid plan, ca.
100 x 150 meters, and is somewhat over four meters high. It was
selected to be sounded, in spite of a recent army occupation of it,
because surface collecting indicated that it might be a pure one-
period Halaf site, and thus be unique and important. However,
the first soundings yielded mixed material, in which wheel-made
pottery and eveﬁta of iron appeared. But in a later operation —
i 3 =6 meter trench — consistent occupation levels were uncovered
and yielded considerable quantities of material, including much
painted pottery of the Halafian style. These occupation levels,
actually a series of intact floors, were reached after through
a trash deposit. From these floors and from the trash {(whach, from
a preliminary analysis of the plain and painted sherds found
in it, is quite consistent with the material from the floors) rela-
tively large amounts of the well-known painted pottery style were
recovered as well as an adequate sampling of the associated plain-
ware, and many items of the rest of a well-developed assem lage.
These included quantities of well preserved animal bone besides the
artifactual material — fragments of extremely well made stone
bowls, full ground small celts, milling stones, a considerable
amount of obsidian, flints, and beads and pendants in the stone
category; clay rings, clay ornaments, miniature vessel fragments,
sherd scrapers, perforated pottery discs in the clay category; awls,
burnishers, gaming pieces in the category of worked bone. In addi-
tion to this, an excellent radioactive carbon sample was taken by
Matson from one of the lower floors. The bottom of the deposit was
not reached in this trench, but was found in g smaller pit at a
depth of just about 3 meters. This was not at the center of the
mound, however (the summit of the tell was built up to serve as a
gun emplacement and the area is quite disturbed), where the
deposit donbtless reaches nearer 4 meters. The pit just mentioned
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Baghdad, they were able to transfer their sounding to the cave Ishkeft
Hajiya near Bia. Dr. Howe's note on these soundings follows:

After inspecting over twenty caves and rock shelters, sites in
four localities were selected for soundings on the basis of surface
indications upon the talus spread below each.

The first, a small shelter above the village of Kaiwanian west
of Shaklawy, held only a very shallow deposit of modern debris.
The surface of its boulder-littered talus had originally yielded
artifacts typical of the final Palaeolithic industry already known
from the sites of Zarzi, Palegawra and Shanidar. The deposit
containing these had here apparently either been removed by some
agency and now is scattered over the slope, or else perhaps still
lies in place, inaccessible save by blasting and quarryipg, under
the massive rockfall found at a romewhat lower Jevel than the
present shelter.

The second site, the cave of Iiajiya, lies just.east of the village
of Bia in a small valley giving on to'thexZab River at the southern
end of the Bekmeh gorge. This cave was.an several commended
to our attention from the master .ile at the Directorate General
of Antiquities by Sayid Bechir Francisi Our preliminary i
tion of Hajiya did indeed provide-us with an excellent seres of
distinctive Zarzi type materialg, and we were kindly permitted to
substitute a sounding here for the unproductive one at Kaiwanian.
Here again, however,/after penetrating to bed rock in a sizable
trench near the thresl:5ld"it, was found that the present shelter had
only modern debris.” Anéther trench midway down the talus
exposed deposits with< numerous microliths, various scrapers,
burins, blades and votes.”Typologically these could be ascribed to
the Zarzi horizon/but were intermingled with various kinds of
distinctive Islamic and pre-Islamic pottery and some obsidian.
Included. in the material was a small, bifacially flaked, concave
based and winged arrowhead of flint. All this debris, though
obviously mixed and derived from the shelter above, was distributed
through deposits of three different colors: a surface gray, a middle
tan, and an underlying red layer. The last became increasingly
pale, consolidated and sterile downward. While no uncontaminated
assemblages in situ were found here, a certain interest will still
lie in the analyses of pottery and stone artifacts. They were kept
in three separate stratigraphic subdivisions based on the colored
layers. These last may ultimately also have some significance as
indicators of age and weathering porcess, thnugt_l perhaps only
subsequently superimposed on a single stratigraphic unit,

B.H.

The Hajiya occurrence contributes nothing new, as Dr. Solecki's
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two very small sherds with traces of paint and two or
;er: t:ro:{ngwguririrsh. No husking trays were found, so that this
pottery would seem fo be pre-Hussana, but probably very close
to.*‘archaic’’ Hassuna and therefore probably later than the Jarmo

tter.
0 The stone industry is poorly developed, the flint being of poor
quality with only a very few finely worked pieces, mostly scrapers
of various types which are nondiagnostic. There are many coarse
primary fakes and some utilized ones. Large worked stone 18
rare but there are some chipped pebble tools, some boulder mortar
and pestle (?) fragments. here is one stone bowl fragment fmm
the surface. The obsidian industry is better defined, being micro-
lithic and including many small chips and flakes. Most of the
bladelets are used. The most characteristic item is the small side-
blow flake, occasionally with retouch at the point of percussion.

The worked bone consists mainly of splinter awls (total five),
one spatula-like object, two fragments of polished bone, and two
bone beads.

The clay objects represent a varied assortment of small pieces,
including five human figurine fragments. Four of these are of the
simple seated type found at Jarmo and one would seem to represent
the upper part of a figure with flattened head (no features) and
very rudimentary arms. Threre are also cylindrical clay beads and
two spindle whorls, one made from a sherd.

The clay objects are very reminiscent of Jarmo clay figurines
but the sample here is, of course, very small. There are no animal
figurines, which at Jarmo represent the largest single category
in the clay objects. Also reminiscent of Jarmo are the obsidian
side-blow flakes, but in no other respect does the stone industry
seem similar, there being no decorative small stone work, no sickle
blades, nor even any good blade industry of any kind represented in
the flint from Gird Ali Agha. The pottery here is the strongest
clue to the cultural position of this site and seems to indicate a
pre-Hussuna phase very close to ‘‘archaic’’ Hassuna.

V.L.B.

The Gird Chai site, for all that it was seriously pitted in later

times, assures — on typological grounds — a manifestation of culture

of roughly the Karim Shahir phase, on the middle Zab. Gird Ali Agha

indicates what seems to be a hitherto unidentified phase in the pre-

E:Eric sequence of Iraq — a phase intermediate between Jarmo and
una.

Also on November 15, Dr. Howe began his tests at the cave, Ishkeft

Kaiwanian, above Kaiwanian village, four kilometers northwest of
" 8haklawa. Within two days, Howe and Sayid Hussain had satisfied
themselves that the Kaiwanian cave was not hopeful. Facilitated by
the immediate- action of the Directorate General of Antiquities in
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The stone industry at Gird Chai is marked by the predomin-
ance of micro blades and micro blade cores. The latter are mainly
pyramidal, many pebble backed, with polyhedral cores (some reused
as scrapers) next in frequency. Some of the bladelets are backed,
some have alternate opposite edge retouch, some are notched and
a few have the tip disgonally truncated and retouched on the
bulbar surface. There are numerous scrapers on flakes, some
thumbnail, some steep, and many utilized flakes, some of them
notched. There are very few pieces of obsidian, mostly bladelets,
used or retouched. Pebble tools are found, some battered or
chipped on the edges, others used as pounders and grinding stones.
The relationship to Karim Shahir typologically is strongly sug-
gested by the industry outlined above and this site probab y
represents a phase in lt{at time range, lacking the finer polished
and small decorative stone of Jarmo and having a poorly developed
normal blade series, with no sickle blades.

Gird Ali Agha is a low mound lying on a natural hill overlook-
ing a terrace above the left bank of the Greater Zab. Thé mound
covers an area of about 80x100 m. and has a probable depth of
deposit of about 2 m. The top of the mound-is an old eemetery so
the operations were laid out blelow this on_ the. slope overlooking
the river and consisted of two trenches, each 2#6 m., laid out on
east - west axis. Trench A was found to contain a great deal of
coarse plain ware, many of the sherds in-quite large pieces, and
a very poor flint industry consisting mestly of chips and irregular
flakes. There was evidence of two pits'but both were fairly shallow
and no other features could be.determined. Due to the thinness
of deposit in this trench and beactise it could be seen that the zone
of concretions under the-present soil line lay directly over sterile
red silt, there was little hope of finding mud wall architecture here
and this was abandoned in favor of the more productive Trench B
6 m. higher on the. slope.

Trench B was enlarged in order to follow floors or levels of

compacted earth. Three of these were determined at depths of ca.
40, 55, and 70 cm. A large pit which seems to have been dug into
the third floor was t but proved to be highly irregular and
fairly shallow. A hearth area connected with the second floor
yielded a sample for carbon 14 dating. There were also two pits,
one within the other, which also seemed to be connected with the
second floor. No other evidence of architecture was found and it
is thought that the base of the deposit was reached in the bottom of
the large pit below the third floor at approximately 1.25 m. below
the surface.

The occupational features here would seem to be quite com-
plicated but all represent the same cultural horizon, as the same
type of coarse plain ware was found throughout. Only two incised
sherds were found out of the tremendous bulk of sherds. There



From October 1 to November 15, 1954, the archeological staff
concentrated on a survey of prehistoric village sites and caves in the
drainage basin of the ter Zab River, from the lower mouth of tha
Bekm gorgetuthugl‘ir:ri.n ain, with an extension to the plain oi
Diyana and other smaller valleys beyond the Ruwanduz gorge. Our
maps show that we covered at leagt 400 linear miles on the survey
(with more than double that amount of zig-zagging), mainly by four-
wheel drive vehicle and by walking. The banks of the Zab, from
Bekmeh to the opening of the plain, were examined by means of a
sniall folding boat. Many mounds and caves were visited; some two
dozen proved to have prehistoric materials of our range qf interest.

The reason for the choice of the main Zab drainage and its
tributaries for our survey operations was based on our desire to examine
the manifestations of culture — in our range of interest — about 100
miles or more northward of the Chemchemal valley focus. We reasoned
that at this distance northward of the Jarmo-Karim Shahir-Palegawra
group of sites there would be some opportunity of seeing cultural
vitriations in the same general time range.

Three groups of open sites and three cave groups were selected
for a series of three ten day test soundings. The tests on Novem-
ber 15 at Gird Chai and Gird Ali Agha, two adjacent sites on the left
bank of the Zab near Girdemamik village and just north of the con-
fluenee of the Bastura with the Zab.. Miss Broman, who acted as
ficld superintendent of tiese tests, supplieé the following note:

(tird Chai is a small mound about 60=90 m. on natural hill
about 12 m. above the Greater Zab, on the left bank and about
2 km. 5. W. of Gird Ali Agha. Six cuts were made here to deter-
mine the occupation level of this site, the surface of which was
covered with microlithic flints and a scatter of modern pottery
which was clearly unrelated to the flint industry. Two of the
operations were 2 x 6 m. trenches, the first being disturbed by later
pits containing wheel-made pottery as well as flints from the
earlier occupation. These pits were outlined at ca. 50 em., just
below the present soil line and obviously cut into the earlier
occupation level and destroyed any hope of finding much in place.
The second trench was opened down the slope, away from the
disturbed area on top, but wheel-made- pottery was encountered
here, too, though there was no marked disturbance in the form of
pits. This area was abandoned after determining the presence of
sterile soil at ca. 1.0 m. below the surface. There was a definite

. zone of concretions from the base of the soil line extending down
into the sterile underlying silt so that there was little hope of find-
ing evidence of mud Aarchitecture. Two other cuts were made
in the bank overlooking the river but one proved unproductive
and the other disturbed by later occupation. The last two cuts were
2x2 m. squares and indicated that the depth of thé cultural
deposit by the mierolithic flint was a ow one and that
it would be extremely hard to trace due tc disturbance.



Professor Frederick R. Matson, Department of Sociology

and Anthropology, the Pennsylvania State University, and Pro-
. fessor Chales A. Reed, assistant professor of zoology in the Gﬂa
of Pharmacy of the University of Illinois; both on a grant e
to the Department of Anthropology-ef the University of Chicago
by the National Science Foundation for an investigation of zoolo-
gical, demographic, and ecological aspects of the natural history
of human populations on the hilly flanks of the Fertile Crescent.
Field interests: Matson — the collection of samples for the
radio-active carbon dating process and of prehistoric potsherds and
local raw clay samples from a variety 1:3 already excavated pre-
historic sites. Reed — the collection of samples of skeletons of
wild and domesiicated animals and the examination of excavated
animal bones, pertinent to the problem of how the original .
‘domestication of animals took place.

Mr. Hans Helbaek, Etnografisk Samling, Damnish National
Museuin; on a grant made to the director of the Oriental Institute’s
Irag-Jarmo Project by the American Philosophical-Society, for the
investigation of the remains of food plants in-archeological context,
~and the collection of samples of both, wild and domesticated food
Flants. Field interest — the problem of-how the domestication of

ood plants took place. (Mr. Helbaek joins the expedition in the
early Spring of 1955 — hence no rémarks by him can be included
at this time.)

There is still the possibility that means will be found to allow
the addition of an agronomist (interested in the origins of land
usage for n.grinu]ture}, and of an expert on diet (interested in the
changes which may have faken place in human beings as the new
dietary conditions of food-production came about) in the later
Spring of 1955.

The archeological staff consists of Robert J. Braidwood, Oriental
Institute professor-of Old World Prehistory, professor in the Depart-
ment of Anthropology, the University of Chicago, as field director;
Miss Vivian Broman as Oriental Institute field assistant; Miss Patty
Jo Andersen as the Department of Anthropology grantee in archeology
and physical anthropology; Mr. Mayo Schreiber as general Oriental
Institute camp assistant. As in 1950-1951, the associated project of the
Baghdad School of the American Schools of Oriental Research is
represented by Dr. Bruce Howe, of the Peabody Museum, Harvard
University; Dr. Howe holds the title of Baghdad Professor of the
School for 1954-1955. Professor Matson and Mr. Schreiber are accom-
panied by their wives, and Professor Wright by his wife and three
sons. The responsible and cooperative representative of the Directorate
General of Antiquities is Sayid Hussain Azzam, and Professor Reed
has been capably assisted in the Fall of 1954 by Sayid Yusof Mansour
of the Natural History Museum of Baghdad. The Oriental Institute's
old and faithful friend Abdullah Abdu al-Masri, served in his capacity
as general excavation superintendent.
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not have many archacological excavations and information about Iragi Kurdistan, we have

do
this important topic frem Sumer journal, issue No ( 2 )in 1954 . The aim behind this is to
more information to the researchers who study the history and civilization of Kurdistan

THE IRAQ-JARMO PROJECT
of the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago,
Beason 1954-19565.

by
PROF. ROBERT J. BRAIDWOOD.

Pl

_ The Irag-Jarmo Project of the Oriental Institute of the University
of Chicago has — for the 1954-1955 field season — been expanded to
include a many-sided investigation of the evidence for the transition
from the food-gathering (mainly cave-dwelling) stage to that of the
eurliest settled village-farming communities. '

During our 1950-1951 seasson near Chemchemal, Professor
Herbert E. Wright, Jr., of the Department of Geology of the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, and Mr. Fredrik Barth, M. A., of the Ethnographic
Museum of Oslo University, had marked preliminary success in
reconstructions of the physiographic, climatic, and general ecological
conditions which prevailed in the time range of Palegawra, Karim
Shahir, and Jarmot». From the point of view of a prehistoric

() Robert J. Braidwood e al, “A Preliminary Nole on Prehistoric
Excavalions in Iraqi Kurdistan, “'Sumer VII (1654), 90 fI. Robert J. and
Linda Draidwood, “The Earliest Village Communities of Southwestern
Asin," Journal of World History 1 (1953), 218-310, H. E. Wright, Jr., “The
Geological Setling of Four Prehistoric Sites in Northeastern Iraq," Bull.
Am. Schs. Or. Res. 128 (1052), 11-24.
archeologist, 1 can only say that the presence of Wright and Barth in
the field, and the discussions we had on the spot with them, added
complete new bands to my own spectrum of interpretative thinking.
L therefore resolved to urge presence, on our next field staff, of men
competent in a variety of the natural sciences, Our proposals to several
of the American learned foundations were successful, and I count
myself most fortunate to be able to identify the following scientific
colluborators, with their sources:

_ Professor Herbert E. Wright, Jr., Department of Geology
University of Minnesota; Guggenheim fellowship, Wenner Gren
Foundation for Anthropological Research director’s award. and
on sabbatical leave from his university. Field interest-physiogra-
phic and climatic reconstruction, and the working out of a

Pleistocene geochronology for Iraq.




QOamchogha V;'Hﬂge and its Archaeological Sites
By Haidar Salih Baban

This article deals with Qamchogha village and its archaeological sites.

It lies in the governorate of Sulaimaniya and had been mentioned with many historical
events and combats, starting from the Islamic era until the conflicts and wars between
both principalities of Soran and Baban in Iraqi Kurdistan.

The Kole of the Kurds in the Crusades Before the Emergence of
Salahaddin Al-Ayyubi.

By Qadir Muhammed Hussain

The article tries to show the real role of the Kurds in the crusades before the emergence
of the Kurdish leader Salahaddin Al-Ayyubi. Most résearches and studies about this
subject referred, only, to the role of the Kurds during S:tahddin’s reign, but they did not
refer, in detail, to the periods before the emergence of Salahaddin, the great historical
leader of the Kurds.

The Concept of Paradise in the/ Ancient Believes.
By Muhammed Sulaiman Abbas

The subject is about the ancient Comeept of the paradise and the coincidence of its
emergence with the  mankind. The paradise is considered the hope and the final
happiness for the benevolent and faithful people. The article sheds light on the qualities
and forms of these believes among some primitive tribes and ancient civilizations like
ancient India, China, Mexico and Mesopotamia where the primitive civilizations started.



Al-Jami’a Mosque in the Cirtadel,
By Zubair Bilal Ismail

To benefit from the important information about the history of mosques in Erbil ,
namely, Al- Jami'a mosque , we publish this article in which we elaborate the history of
this ancient mosque and the renovation works that have been conducted on this mosque
.We, also, mention the honorable instructors who taught different sciences in this ancient
landmark, and who paid attention to literature and Islamic doctrines. We, further, shed
light on the importance of this mosque's contribution to the enlightenment of the thought
of humanity for long periods of time. Among the famous personalities le who taught in
this mosque were the Ffamily of Mullah Afandi, from which the late Rashad Al- Mufti
was the last instructor,

The Kurds in History

We used, in every issue of Shanadar, to choose a published book about the Kurds .In
this issue we chose * the Kurds in history * by (Merilia Galiti) the book sheds light, in
detail, on the Kurds in all aspects of culture, politics, geography, language and areas they
live in also a census of their population. The book discusses some opinions of
international researchers regarding the Kurds, their problems with the regional countries
where they live, their origin, their cultural features and their participation in building the
international civilization.

The Remains of some Monasteries and Holy -Sites in the Hidyab Region,

By Hana Abdul-Ahad Rofo

The article is about monasteries and churches in the ancient Hidvab Region (Erbil),
since the emergence of Christianity and its spread in Hidyvab . The writer, also, refers to
the conflicts that appeared between the new religion and the Magi. Furthermore, the
writer explains, in detail, about some mausoleums and tombs in Erbil, especially, that of
Siti-lmami or (Yazdandokht) and how she was a virtuous lady that dedicated her life in
serving her people and helping the poor .

Pottery of Pre-historic and Historie Times.

By Zubair Bilal 1smail

This article sheds light on the development of the idustry of pottery, its painting, and
the artistic forms that were used in making pottery utensils that the ancient man was
making to be used in his daily activities and in storing grains and other materials . The
article, also, talks about the development of the skills of the ancient man in Iraq in
painting pottery-ware and ornamenting them. These pottery works help archeologists to
specify and know the different periods in history .

Education in Ancient Iraq.

By Farhad Hassan Husni

This article is about the development and spread of schools in ancient Iraq, in addition
to the causes that led to their development among these causes was the need of the
temples and the individuals to learn and to spread religious and political believes during
difference historical periods. The clay tablets show the types of materials taught, and the
styles of teaching and training in ancient Trag.



Introduction

We are looking forward to have Shanadar as an encyclopaedic, archeological
and historical journal reflecting the past and containing a group of researches
and studies about the history and civilization of the Kurds and other minorities
who live in Iragi Kurdistan. Shanadar aims at highlighting their contribution
to humanity in this area.In fact, it is not possible to separate the history and
civilization of the Kurds In Irag, Iran, Turkey or Syria since they are all Kurds
and live on the sameland that is to say (Big Kurdistan). These geographical
spots have common origins and form a correlated history and civilization. It is on
this basis that we specify and seleet the articles and researches for publishing in
Shanadar and in a way that meet with the journal’s programme, which is
searching for the truth and revealing the hidden facts of history.

Henceforth, we have put a comprehensive progranmne for conducting
archeological excavations in Kurdistan this year. A few months ago we began
some  excavations around Khanas village searching for'Sennacherib’s water
channel (705-681 BC). An ad hoc technical and stientific body was formed for
this purpose. The body completed its works emd, _of June and managed to
discover the channel and show its archeological features in addition to renovate
some of its parts in order to make this archeological site a tourist-attraction one.
Another technical and scientific body has beén formed to excavate the western
part of Qalich-Agha mound. We have, also, presented plans to conduct
excavations in the Jaristin cave in the' goyernorate of Dohuk.

The director general of antiquitiesthas put a plan to protect the archeological
sites in both Erbil and Dohuk govérnorates in addition to assigning some guards
for the archeological sites in both governorates.

We have also put a comprehesive plan to renovate those ancient houses and
buildings in the Citadel which needs to be rebuilt and renovated. The
civilizational muscum in the mound of Qalich- Agha daily receives tens of
students and visitors. In addition we have started to re-index the museum’s
library to be ready for the visiting students. The folkloric museum in the house
of Ahmed Al-Chalabi, in the citadel, also receives visitors along with the other
ancient houses and the newly renovated ancient bath of the citadel. Among other
achievements is issuing a coloured folder about the Cidadel and its history in
addition to a pictured guidebook about Erbil’s most important civilizational and
historical landmarks.

Editor In Chief
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