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This first 1issue of Kurdica
will, the editorial hopes, show in
a very modest way the purpose

behind the publication of a journal
in English dealing with Kurdish
affairs. Kurdica is the outcome
of an attempt by the Committee for
the Advancement of Kurdistan - U.X.
to fill a significant gap, namely
the absence of a regular journal in
Europe primarily concerned with
Kurds and Kurdistan. Hot unnatural-
ly, politics feature prominently in
Kurdica, for the simple reason that
the daily 1lives of citizens of
Kurdistan hinge so closely upon
political events and developments.
Yet the journal will not be exclu-
sively political. It is envisaged
that considerable attention will te
paid to various facets /of Kurdish
culture - language, history, geo-
graphy and literature:Upfortunateiy
these areas of study’ have been
grossly neglected and suffered
severly as a result of political

oppression experienced by people

of Kurdistan. o government atthe
moment is giving even a modicum of
opportunity to the Kurds in their
endeavour to exercise their natural
cultural rights, let alone politi-
cal civil rights., '

Kurdica, however, cannot be a
genuine substitute for exercising
these elementary and essential

rights recognised by the Decla-
ration of Human Riahts.These Rights
have been persistently ignored and
trampled upon by the governments
ruling over Kurdistan. e intend
to convey this grave situation to

world opinion, particularly to
European opinion, in the hope of
removing the unjust anomalous cir-
cumstances under which the Kurdish
nation lives.

ithether we shall succeed in our
efforts to achieve the iterated aims
will depend partly upon our readers'
response to and participation in
various sections appearing in Kur-
dica. tle hope to develop this
journal into a forum for stimulating
discussion of Xurds and Kurdistan.
Je offer the governments at present
rulina over Kurdistan an oppor-
tunity - which they deny us so
harshly at home - to express their
views regarding the Kurdish problem,
no matter how pernicious these
views may be from our viewpoint.

Starting from the next issue, a -
letter column will be appearina
reqularly in the magazine to
reflect our readers' opinions and
reactions (anary or otherwise), So
nlease keep your Tliterate pens
vriting!
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Comment

TWO YEARS AFTER

It is now two years since the
conclusion of the cease-fire agree-
ment between the Kurdish revolu-
tionary forces of Pesh Merga and
the Iraqi Government on 29th June,
1966. It is an opportune moment,
therefore, for a general review of

.political events and developments
“in Kurdistan and Iragq in order to
see if any progress has been made
in the past two years in the efforts
towards finding a long-term solu-
tion for the Kurdish problem.

The 29 June 1966 cease-fire was
the third agreement of its kind
since the beginning of the Kurdish

revolution 1in 19€1. It was the
inevitable culmination of the
unsuccessful nature of the Iraq

Army's offensive against Kurdistan
launched on April 3rd 1965, Indeed,
the Iraqi Army not only faitedsto
crush Kurdish resistance by Jprute
force, but 1its military campaign
floundered disastrously. Fer during
the winter of 1965-1966, the Iraqgi
Army suffered heavy wilitary
defeats at the hands of the parti-
sans of Pesh Merga 1in strateqic
areas of Kurdistan, particularly in
Penjwin and Rawanduz regions. The
turning point in the military
confrontation occurred on May 11-12
when two Government battalions were
encircled and eventually forced to
surrender. This battle- known as
the Battle of Ilandreen - has attai-
ned legendary stature  throughout
Kurdistan.

This military background to
the cease-fire is necessary to

understand the Plan announced on
29th June 1966. The Plan was the
direct result of the military set-
backs of the Iraqi army and did not
come about as a consequence of an
intellectual conversion of the
Iragi rulers. As late as May of that
year, Arif II was declaring that
"No autonomy will ever be granted to
the Kurds The Government has
never envisaged negotiations with
rebels. It.does not intend either
to envisagé.a cease-fire agreement'.
Yet only_.a month later he personal-

ly endorsed the agreement. And the
29 June Plan thus emerqged.
The Plan comprised fifteen

points, twelve of which were an-
nounced publicly and three of which
have remained undeclared.

The twelve points were:

1. The Iraqi Government - recognises
Kurdish nationality in an amended
provisional constitution and shall
incorporate this principle in the
permanent constitution, whereby
Arabs and Kurds will enjoy equal
rights and duties.

2. The Government is ready to
express the above principle in the
Law of the Provinces to be promul-
gated on a decentralised basis.

3. The Government recognises Kurd-
ish language as an official lanquage
in addition to Arabic in regions
whose inhabitants are predominantly
Kurdish. Education will be in both
langquages.
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4. The Govermaent intends to hold
parliamentary elections within the
period stipulated by the provision-
al constitution. The Kurds will be
represented in the next national
assembly by a percentage propor-
tional to their ratio of the total
population.

5. The Kurds will share with Arabs
all public posts in proportion to
their population - in  winistries,
public orqganisations and in judi-
cial, diplomatic and military posts.

G. A number of scholarships,fellow-
ships and research grants in all
fields will be available for Kurd-
ish students. Baghdad University
will give special attention to the
study of Kurdish language, Titera-
ture, ideology and history.

7. Covernment officials in  the
wrdish reqgions will be Kurds.

3. Parliamentary life will bhe-ac-
companied by the establishment of
certain political organiSations.
Kurds will be allowed to/have their
own political press ip Kurdish as
well as other forms of publications.

9. (a) A general amnesty will be
qgranted to all those who participa-
ted in the Kurdish revolution.

(h) The Government will facili-
tate the vreturn of all dismissed
Kurdish workers to their previous
employnent.,

(c) M1 iurdish officials and
employees will be ahle to return to
their previous posts.

1N, Members of the armed forces
will return to their units.

11. Funds previously spent on

fighting the vrevolution will be
diverted for the purpose of recon-
structing the reqion. A special
organisation will be formed to re-
construct the Kurdish arca: neces-
sary funds will be allocated for
this purpose. A special Ministry
will supervise the co-ordination of
the various affairs in the area.
The Government will compensate all
those who had suffered damage during
the fighting.

12. The Government will  resettle
all individuals and aroups who had
Teft or been evacuated from their
ovn regiaons.

The remaining three points were:

1..The province of Dihok will be
estabhlished to include all lurdish
territories which are at present
under f'usol Province administration
Dihok will be a Kurdish administra-
tive unit.

2. The Government will release all
nolitical prisoners in Iraq.

3. The VFKurdistan Democratic Party
shall be allowed to operate openly.

A glance at the terms of the
Plan show that they did not tackle
the root cause of the Kurdish
prol:lem.  The Plan did not embrace
the basic demand of the revolution,
i.e. autonomy for Kurdistan. Hor
vere any fquarantees qiven that the
terms would be implemented. In
spite of its qlaring shortcomings
the Kurdish leadership accepted the
Plan as a starting point for a new
approach to solving the problem.
The Plan, from a Kurdish point of
view, constituted a qood opportu-
nity for taking the conflict from



the battlefield to the conference
room and the negotiating table: the
objective of the Kurds has always
been a political settlement of the
cruel and costly and ugly war in
Kurdistan. Then all hopes were
pinned on & speedy implementation
of the Plan in order to show con-
crete evidence of the Government's
good intentions. It was not so much
the actual terms of the Plan which
led to rising expectations on the
part of the Kurds but the elaborate
and public pledges given by [azzaz
that this time the Government was
qenuine in its desire to reach a
durable settlement.

Unfortunately, the Plan has
gone into deep-freeze ever since
its announcement. The man who had
initiated the agreement from the
Iraqi side - Bazzaz - was soon
ousted from power by the military
junta. Five more governments - the
latest headed by Tahir Yahya - have
followed since 29 June 1966 and-al)
have paid 1lip service to the. tepfis
of the Plan. But nothing has)been
done in practice towards implemen-
ting the modest terms of thé agree-
ment. The Government has failed to
amend the provisional constitution
to express the idea of cqual status
for Kurds and Arabs within Iraq.
On the contrary, the Iragi consti-
tution still contains an article
which is absolutely repugnant to
every Kurdish citizen, i.e. Article
One, which proclaims 'that the Iraqi
people are a constituent part of

the great Arab nation'. This
Article will either have to be
abolished entirely, or must be
amended in a way to give the mean-
ing that it only covers the Arab
Iraq, and not Kurdistan. ‘o nation

in this age of national Tiberation

and freedom can accept to be swal-
fowed by a completely alien nation
by a mere stroke of a pen. This
sort of crude attempt at imperial-
ism clearly cannot do the Arabs but
harm internationally. The Kurds
have demonstrated to the world, in
their eventful history, that they
will never submit to attempts at
assimilation by other nations. it

seems paradoxical that the Iraqi
Government has meekly recognised
and accepted the complete indepen-

dence of a reqgion like Kuwait,which
has been historically and qeoqraphi-
cally linked with Iraq, and whose
inhabitants ar@ Arabs, while it
stubbornly pejects the demands of
the Kyrdse=“an entirely different
nation,~and whose country,Kurdistan,
copstitutes a separate historical
and “geographical entity,for autono-
my.® Surely, from a moral and
potitical point of view, there is
a much stronger case to he made for
unity among members of the same
nation than an artificial and impo-
sed union between two different
nations.

The Government has ignored the
other terms of the aareement. Par-
liamentary elections have become
the mirage of Iraqi politics. Every
single ruler since Kassim has pro-
mised to hold elections “in near
future" but none of thew has ful-
filled his vow so far. It is quite
evident that the military oligarchy
considers itself (for nobody else
does) a superior form of elite who
do not need the consent of the
populace. Their rule is a rule by
decree and has no room for consul-
tation. The Government 1is a
coalition of  paranoid military
careerists and opportunists. The
military in Iraq have formed an



econontic class unto themselves
vhich exploits the wealth of the
country. In 1253, neople thought
that the change of recime would
bring close together the rulers and
the ruled, In fact nothing of the
sort has haprened: only an Z~rif

dynasty has replaced a llashemite
one; and the Iraqi officers have
become the new feudalist sheikhs.

Further, furdish representation in
public posts is still non-existent.
e most bizarre action by the
Iraqi Government has been its dis-
nlay of a few characters - whose
great-qreat-grandparents may have
been Kurdish - as Ilinisters rep-
resenting the Xurdish people in the

Government. In fact they are not
even renotely connected with the
Kurdish movement.

The Government had not fulfil-

led its pledge to facilitate the
return of the Kurdish workers _whe
were victimised because of ‘&he
Kurdish revolution. This appli¢s=in
particular to workers in‘the oil
industry, where Kurdish'workers are
discriminated against. . Funds which
were supposed to bes channelled
towards reconstructing and develop-
ing Kurdistan are casually distri-
buted to recruit mercenary forces -
Jash - to oppose Pesh Mergqa. Arab

tribes remain in villages where
they were put when the Hurdish
inhabitants were driven out by the

Iraqi Army. And what about villages
bulldozed out of existence - or the
Kurdish quarter in Kirkuk and its
former inhabitants?

The inevitable conclusion any
observer would draw from the
absence of real progress regarding
the 29 June Plan is that the Iraqi
Government 1is not willing to put

into practice what it promised to
do. It is not the first time that
the Iraqi regime fails to fulfil
its promises to the Kurds. It has
been its standard practice in the
past to aive many promises in order
to alleviate a particular situation
and these have been dishonoured the
moment the crisis has passed. The
Kurdish movement must draw its own
conclusions from the experience of
the last two years, because it can-
not wvait indefinitely for the
fulfilment of a plan whose oriqina-
tors show no desire of achieving,
Therefore the task of taking the
necessary_steps in order to safe-

quard theiriqhts and interests of
the Kurdish nation falls wupon the
Kurdish leaders' shoulders. Uunfor-
tunately, the Kurdish leaders have
sometimes shown political naivety
in their dealings with the Iraqi
leaders. There 1is a need to :eep
the strategy for the FHurdish mie-
ment always in siqght. The Kurdish
leadership ought to set out the
essential political goals quite
explicitly and define the necessary
measures to achieve them.

The Kurdish movement needs
strenqthenine both politically and
militarily. An outline of the
leaders' intentions is necessary in
order to reassure the people of
Kurdistan that, regardless of what
the Iraai Government thinks, mea-
sures will be taken to achieve and
exercise the right of autonomy. The
movenent for Kurdish autonomy  is
absolutely irreversible after the
considerable sacrifice and struacle
of the last seven years. In fact,
a de facto autonomous situation al-
ready exists throughout most parts
of Xurdistan. First of all, there
is a reqular Kurdish Army



exercising control of a big terri-
tory and enjoying the overwhelming

support of the population. Taxation,

judiciary, local administration and
other day-to-day matters are all
organised by the Kurdish Revolu-
tionary movement. The Kurds should

not hesitate to publicise this fact.

It is futile to go on neaotiating
with a government which has not the
slightest intention of accepting a

just solution for the Kurdish pro-

blem.

A declaration of political
goals will further be beneficial in
preventing Government exploitation
of certain internal differences
within the Kurdish movenient for its
own purposes. Differences 1in a
revolutionare movement are not all

that rare, In fact, it can be
arqgued that they strengthen a move-
ment in the long run. llowever, in
the case of Kurdistan the quiding
line for participants in the
Kurdish movement must be the over-
all framework of the Kurdish Revo-
lution. ihat is at stake is more
than an ordinary political and
economic issue: it is the survival
and intearity of the Kurdish nation.
The Xurdish people will never
forgive those who might try to play
dubious politics with the future of
the nation. A closing of the ranks
at this juncture is essential. The
Iraqi Army may soon launch yet
another offensive against Kurdistan
The Kurds_must take up and act upon
the . slogan of the Irish patriots:
Sinn Fein (ourselves alone).
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Arab belt needs tightening

Qur correspondent from Damascus
writes: A prominent member of the
Baath party in Syria has recently
published a book, under the title
"A Study of the Jazirah Region".
The author is Muhammad Talab Hilal,
Minister of Supply in the Syrian
Government. The book expounds the
author's prescriptions for the
assimilation of the Kurdish people
in Syria and the means by which the
Government can destroy Kurdish
national sentiments. Extracts from
this book will illustrate and ex-
pose the fascist nature of the
Syrian reqime. Indeed, the poli-
cies of the Syrian Jjunta are no
less racialist than the policies of
governments Tike those of South
Africa and Rhodesia.

The author devotes the second
part of his book to the Kurdish
problem 1in Syria; there are
proposals on pp. 45-48 on how to
deal with it, such as:

1. The Government should adopt a
policy of shifting population to
conform with its "Arab policy".

2. The policy of not establishing
any schools or institutes in the
Jazirah arca, for “experience has
shown that the policy of educating
them does not necessarily mean

Arabising them".

3. Correcting and investigating the
civil records to ensure that
nationality is gained only through
a government decree.

4. Discouraqing the Kurds from
being employed in the area, so that

~ SYRIAN MINISTER

“they are mobile to be

shifted elsewhere".

enough

5. Launching a campaign among the
Arab population to explain govern-
ment policy.

6. Stripping the religious titles
and powers from the lurdish Shaikhs
and replacina them with “pure Arab
ones" instead.

7. To create political and social
dissension armong Kurdish families.

8. Therhousing of Arab elements in
the _Kurdish area, as they will
serve 'as watchdogs until the Kurds
depart.

9. Making the lorthern Belt of
Jazirah a military area, ‘where
troops are stationed whose duty
will be the housing or Arabs and

supervising the evacuation of the
‘urds according to a nrearranqed
plan.

10. Establishing co-operative farms
for the new Arab inhabitants, who
should undergo military training
"exactly 1ike the Jewish settle-
ments on the frontier".

11. !lot allowing anyone who does
not speak Arabic voting and nomina-
tion rights during elections.

12. Banning the qgranting of Syrian
nationality to anyone who wishes to
reside in the Jazirah area, no

matter what his oriqinal nationali-
ty was (except Arabic).
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The Kurds in 1968

WHAT LIES AIEAD?

The question both for the Kurds
themselves and those interested in
this truly remarkable people is
what lies ahead for them now. The
first phase,that of declaring their
existence in the heart of the
Hirldle Fast, has been established.
It has been established hy the
bravery of the people and the
determination of the leaders and
scholars both within Kurdistan and
out: of it. Nf these, and amonqst
some other devoted people, the out-
standing personality has undoubted-
1y been Mulla liustapha DBarzani. ilis
is a name that is almost without
parallel in the skill and endurance
v has shown and the was he has
united his people as soldier _and
wise leader,

JAUTGHROURS ARD WORLD OPIHION

Now many writers 1in mnany
lanquages have taken up the case
for the Kurds and many world powers
have become interested in  helping,
in stifling or in trying to absorh
the Kurds into themselves as natio-
nal interests may dictate. Such
neighbours as the Turks may say,and
also truly believe, that the Kurds
do not exist, for all those within
their frontiers possess the riqhts
ot Turks and are therefore Turks,
not Kurds., The Iranians saylthat
A1l Kurds are and always were Iran-
ians, speakina the same lanquage as
themselves except for a dialect

BY A.M. . HAMIiLTON

they choose to call a Kurdish lan-
quage. The Russians say they are
such an interesting emergent people
(and potentially usable) that they
are clearly a branch of the USSR

Kurds. The Arabs of the more
nationalistic leanings in Iraq,
Syria and elsewhere seem to view

the Kurds - when they refuse to be
"Arahs" - with hostility and fear
and a desire,to exterminate them,
using allthe means their weapons
and wealth-can provide. FEurope and
the USA Yook on the Kurds heniqnly.
Both in Enaland and in France the
selling of arms to Iraq, if to be
used against the Kurds, has been
questioned. The beautiful moun-
tainous country they live in and

the old traditions they try to
preserve have an appeal to all
race-conscious people. Europe's

tourist agencies would 1like to
direct their holiday clients there.
Her businessmen would 1ike to trade
European services and qoods for the
Middle Cast petrol their cars con-

sume - hoping the Kurds would
have more of a voice in this bar-
tering than the Arabs, nominal

owners of the wells and pipe Tines
whether in Kurdish territories or
not, would ever want them to. It is
fair at this point, however, to say
that there are Arabs and Arabs. The
Shia and southern Arabs have no
resentment towards their FYurdish
neighbours in the Horth and would
only wish to qo their ways in peace
as, hy and large, they have always
done.
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WHO THE EMENIES?

Who then are the urds' enemies
in 1263 and who will be their chief
enemies in the future? This article
is to he factual or it is not worth
writing. For a Tlong time there
was a reliacious tussle in the !Mosul
WJaliyat and north of it between the
Christian Assyrians and the Mahonm-
medan Kurds. Doth were mountain
people, both formidable, both
respected and similar in appearance,
in dress, 1in customs. How the
Assyrians, as the result of clever
Arab tactics, are away from the
mountains except for those remain-
ing there, who have become allies
of the Kurds. So Kurd versus
Assyrian is at an end. They have
the common bond of both being
underprivileged.

Regarding the other neighbours
of the Kurds, the HMosul people
generally known as Hosulawiss
though of similar religion (Suni
Mahommedan) are still the=—Kurds'
sworn enemies. I believes they
could win them to their side just
as they have done the /Assyrians.
sut before the Kurds can even begin
to do this effectively they have
a greater difficulty to overcome,
to make peace amonqg themselves,
within their own domains.

THE DIFFICULTIES

From time immemorial there have
been bitter tribal Kurdish rival-
ries and blood feuds (some
described in my book "Road through
urdistan"), and knowing this weak-
ness all their neighbours have just
played off some Kurdish tribes
against others, or individual Kurds
against other Kurds. Thus even a

10

"ulla Mustapha has his problems,of-
ten made for him by his own people

or ancient rivals. Yhether  the
Iraqi Army or Air Force will dare
to attack again view of the

highly unfavourable world opinion
of Iraq it would create (apart from
the cost and danger of tackling a
better armed force than the one
that has defied Iraq for 6 years)is
questionable. They will first try
and buy over those Kurds willing to
serve them in official or military
positions. Though once so useful,
today: this has become ineffectual
as an appeasement of Kurdish rights
and aspnirations.

Nearby in Syria, however,strong
efforts are being made by the Arab
redige . in power to Titerally move
the Kurds from the North and starve
them of education, of office in the
state, and the prosperity  and
development the Kurdish areas des-
erve. In strongly worded articles
and appeals to the world powers it
has been called genocide,that every
force and discrimination is applied
to Kurdish men, women and children,
to destroy them as a people in fact.
As they have not a Mulla Hustapha
or as good a defensive position
they can stage no armed resistance.
It is hard to believe that, say,
Bedouin tribesmen could replace
them if they were moved ‘bodily, or
would want to, but of such a kind
apparently is Arab nationalistic
policy in Syria at the present time,
The Kurds, as Kurds, are to be got
rid of in one way or another, or so
it seems.

UNITY IS ESSENTIAL

\lhatever happens, then, the
Kurds must stand together 1if they



are not to be “eaten up" by modern
methods of extermination, psycho-
logical as well as physical, should
varfare fail to do it. Schemes are
thougnt out Ly their enemies, aided

by any durdish disunity. lever-
theless, the ancient wisdom  and
Tong tradition of survival posscs-

sed by the Rurds should not allow
then to be fooled by the strange
meaningless words - to give then

thoughts away from unity - that
are the common weapons of today.

DEVOLUTION OR REVELATION?

“an 1is superior to animals and
may indeed survive because of his
brain, bLut he still remains in
danger of extinction because of
nis tonque and ears and the ampli-
fied decibels of verbiage that can
now assail us, and novhere escapes
; oo A viorld which should work in
harmony without destroying  Suez
canals or latours of the past hurls
insults and slogans with iVYlwill.
They are just of today,mean nething
in real human progress, thouah’ to
simple folk they are put forward to
cloak misdeed as virtue. /Take all
the “revolutions” withe pathetic
losses of life, and meaning nothina
a century hence, the only one of
note in the long term the indis-
trial revolution, for it left the
vworld different. To enaineers like
yself, revolutions have to be
wultiple - 4000 rpm for your car,
17000 for jet aircraft; the word at
least has meaning, in this context.
A Kurdish friend, not so hot on his
cnalish, once nispronounced the
word as “the Iraqi Revelation", and
I thougnt his was a better word
than the one intended.

Surely man's survival has been

largely due to his primordial
talent of producing his food by
sowing and reaning as well as by
hunting. As time  has gone on,
there have been constant improve-
nents on his first technique, and
this, in a nutshell, or in a wheat
grain, is the basic progress of man.
Of course to a contented existence
there are many sides, but as proof
of the fundamental nature of what
has just been said, there is a
rurdish proverl which says, ‘“where
a man's bread is his loyalty nmust
lTie". Thus it 1is well to Tlook
closely and respectfully at those
countries of the world that produce
the areateést’ abundance of the
world's fopd - with some to spare
for others - and reqgard vith
suspieion those that, for whatever
reason otner than cataclysms of
nature, do not. The Morth American
gcontinent, for instance, does the
Joh well. It may Jjustly resent
the spread, by war or threat, of
systeris that talk spuriously and
don't grow as much or as peacefully.

AN IMPORTANT PLACE

Thus the Kurds, as typified
by "ulla 'lustapha, a man knowing
his job and doing it well with

Kurdish obstinacy and bravery, seer
vise enough to appraise the world
and the peoples and doctrines round
then. They must be given the chance
to exert the influence that their
central geographical position des-
erves, Their ancient home is near
the centre of qgravity of the land
masses of the planet. It is near,
or at, the birthplace of the worlds
first religions with their irmense
influence. These may be different
in name and in ritual but all have
remarkably similar codes of conduct,



one and all warning us against mant
greatest temptation since Adam and
Eve, "thou shalt not covet". If
the world heeded this edict alone,
it would manage!

Those who best know them feel
sure that the Kurds have an impor-
tant place to take in the world of
tomorrow. To survive to do this,
however, they must first adjust
their internal differences today.
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A KURDISH-ENGLISH DICTIONARY
Taufiq Wahby and C.J. Edmonds
Oxford University Press, 42s.
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The Kurdish of this Dictionary 5] 4 #?&ﬂrﬁa

is the standard language of belles- B s <
lettres, Jjournalism, official and f
private correspondence, and formal E
speech as it has developed, on tthe %

basis of the dialect of Sulaimanis,
since 1918, when Kurdish was _estab-
lished as an official language of
the administration and™ of primary
education in Northern Iraq;- it is,
moreover, the language’ adopted in
Persia for Kurdish broadcases and
government-sponsored publications.

The Roman spelling used 1s a
transliteration of a modified
Arabic alphabet devised by Taufig
Wahby and is to be adopted by the
Iraqi Ministry of Education for use
in Schools.

This is the first Kurdish
dictionary to be published in a
Western European language since
1879. It should interest not only
students of Kurdish but philologists
in general.
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THE BALLAD
OF
PESH MERGA
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W the suicide fighters,
heroes of the nation,
lions of black times

We shall sacrifice our
lives and our property
Jor the sake

of liberated Kurdistan.

If the enemy shall set
Joot upon our land

We shall make a burning
pyre of the spot
upon which he treads

And shall drive him ozfz
soon enough

Across our frontiers —
we, the suicide fighters.

We shall wreak vengeance
upon our enemy,

the vengeance

of the Kurds

and of Kurdistan.

We shall wreak vengeance
upon the many

guilty hands

which sought

to destroy the Kurds

We shall plough the soil
of Kurdistan with shells

That shall lob down from
these mountain ridges

And that shall serve
as a lesson for the
generations to follow.

Hymn of the Kurdish fighters
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OFFICERS AND BUSINESSMEM

The war in Kurdistan has given
ample opportunities for Iraqi offi-
cers further to enrich themselves.
Vast sums of money are at their
disposal,ostensibly for the purpose
of recruiting mercenaries in order
to fight Pesh Merga. There is no
way of checking the number of
mercenaries they actually employ
and their number 1is constantly
inflated to ensure that there will
be enough to satisfy the officers’
coffers.In fact many Iraqi officers
have become mini-businesswen. They
own housing estates, bid for com-
mercial contracts and, more impor-
tant, they exploit the army's
monopoly of political power by
obtaining export-import licences
which are duly sold at exorbitant
prices. ilo wonder there is a power-
ful officers'lobby which advocates
the continuation of the war
against Kurdistan. This situation
has aroused the indignation of the
genuine business comunity to such
an extent that the Chamber of
Commerce in Laghdad recently pro-
posed that all those persons vho
engaged in commerce part-time after
1953 (when the officers took power)
should be disqualified from reqis-
tering as businessmen. Hot unex-
pectedly the Minister of Economics
(an officer) flatly turned down the
proposal, because,as he so vividly
put it, "it was not 1in the public
interest”.

OF A RURD
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CONSTITUTION, IRAQI STYLE

Mentioning officers, 1 came
across an item of news which would
have been amusing had it not been
for the fact that peoples of Kurdi-
stan and Iraq are the real victims
of it. Accordina to an announcement
from Baghdad, a body by the name of

the Higher Defence Council has
decided that ) the 1limitation of
Arif II's tepst to one year - laid

down when he was clected to succeed

his brother Arif I - was uncon-
stitdtional. MNow it it legitimate
to_ask who elected Arif II as
president in the first place?

Answer: The Hiqher Defence Council.
He may further enquire about the
membership of this grandiose-
sounding body. It comprises the
following: Arif II, plus the Chief
of Staff, the 'linister of Defence
and the army's divisional comman-
ders. ‘'Jhat a fine representative
and. judicial body to pronounce on
the constitutionality or otherwise
of 1ssues. This decision,in effect,
means that the President asserts
absolute power to reappoint himself
for as many terms as he Ipleases.
And the officers of the Iragi junta
have the audacity to call this sort
of decision constitutional. ‘ell,
if that is constitutional, then
whoever invented constitutionalism
orininally must be turning fever-
ishly in his grave.



KSSE MEETING IN LONOONH™ ¢

The Kurdish Students' Society
in Europe (KSSE), U.K. Branch, held
its annual conference in April at
Kingsway Hall, London. It was a
lively occasion for the members and
their quests. iany important topics
were discussed, particularly the
urgent need to increase the Soci-
ety's activities concerning publi-
cising the Kurdish problem and
establishing closer contacts with
various organisations in ODritain.
Undoubtedly there is plenty of
scope for enlisting moral as well
as material support for our just
cause among the Dritish public. For
example, student unions and trade
unions ought to be much better
informed about Kurdish affairs than

at nresent. dnat  is urgently
required is for the Kurdish
students to come out of their

torpor and devote more time and
energy for the achievement of these
essential activities.

KING A LA CARTE

From a recent book, "The/Secret Life
of T.E. Lawrence",by €elin Simpson
and Phillip Knightly:

“In London Lawrence was even-
tually persuaded to become special
adviser on the [Middle East to
Churchill, the Colonial Secretary.
Lloyd George, dismayed at the
muddle created by the Foreign
Secretary, Lord Curzon, and Edwin
‘lontagu, Secretary for India, had
instructed Churchill to bring order
in the area. Fogether Churchill and
Lawrence achieved a settlement
notable for its cynical manipula-
tion of democratic processes.

Their first problem had been to

nominate a king for-Iraq. Over
dinner in the Ship Restaurant,
Whitehall, Churchill and Lawrence

decided on Feisal, who, as St. John
Philby recalled, was owed a throne
as part of his reward for agreeing
to the establishment of a Jewish
national home in Palestine". '

I'LL NEVER FORGET WHAT'S 'IS NAME

B2C and the Middle East:. The
following memorandum - signed by
the Chief Assistant of World ser-

vice Presentation - has been circu-
lated to all announcers in the DBC
Horld Serwice: Her Majesty's
Political sy Resident 1in the Persian
Gulf has mentioned very gently to
the Foreign Office, and the Foreign
Officehas mentioned very gently to
mey that President Arif's name has
rore  than once in recent -weeks
acquired an incorrect stress on the
second syllable. This 1is said to
have occurred in the VWorld Service,
though the dates and times are not
vouchsafed. The Resident points
out, ever so gently, that the word
‘arif' accented on the second
syllable, signifies, in the Arabic
tongue, 'sergeant’' or 'corporal' or
'supervisor of 1irrigation works'.
The faintest whisper has been heard
to the effect that the Resident's
English phrase for the third of
these meanings may be something of
a euphemism. I therefore venture to
remind you, with the most delicate
gentility, that all recommendations
agree 1in placing the stress firmly
on the first syllable."

Paris Mote:

During the recent upheavals at the
Sorbonne,seen on a lecture room wall:
"Kurdistan Libre! Sorbonne Libre!"
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THE ROLE OF THE MILITARY IN THE POLITICS

OF THE DEVELOPING NATIONS

An important phenomenon in the
politics of the twentieth century
is the increasing trend for newly
independent nations to be ruled by
military dictatorships. The process
has been accelerated since the
Second World War. The phenomenon
is not entirely recent, however;
Latin America and South America

have experienced it for a long time,

Now the Middle East and Africa have

Joined in this trend. Pakistan,
Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Congo are all
examples of countries where the

military 1leaders
on the political
countries.

have a firm grip
affairs of those

It is difficult to generalise
about the various military reqimes
which exist 1in the world. =~ Even
Europe suffers from the disease:
Greece and Spain.There is certainly
no clear-cut model to be _presented.
But one can see certain common
patterns which can be qenerally
applied to many cases
military play a dominant part in
the affairs of a country.

In the first place, a country
may lack socio-economic cohesion,
which is essential in order to form
a goverment based on the consent
of the people, The economic back-
wardness is the most popular
nationale for military leaders to
grab power. They claim that party
politics and parliamentary life are
luxuries their countries cannot

vhere the _
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afford to possess in the present
position of economic backwardness.
The Army must therefore take the
lead in the industrialisation pro-
cess, and also must change the
social system radically in order to
achieve an efficient economic soci-
ety. The Egyptian Army officers
have penetrated into all forms of
civilian administration since the
coup d'état of 1952. President Ayub
of Pakistan is the example of the
self-appointed rescuer of the peo-

ple. from the evils of party
politics.
Another reason for tﬁe

increasing role of the military in
politics is that 1in most of the
newly independent countries, there
is the absence of a vocal civilian
political elite which is prepared
to take the responsibility for
running the country. The  Army
officers, many of whom take short
training courses abroad, consider
themselves the guardians of their
society.Congo is the common example
of the deficiency of educated per-
sonnel to run its government.

Another factor which has
contributed to the consolidation of
military regimes in many developing
countries has been the manner in
which foreign aid has been provided
as an instrument in world politics,
regardless of the way in which that
aid was to be distributed.



Cold Vlar has enhanced the
of the military in another
Governments have been
with vast quantities of
to fight real or imaginary
enemies. ilence the military have
at their disposal the means to
aggrandize their positions.

The
position
respect.
provided
weapons

the Tlocal and
regional disputes between states
over frontiers and lost territory
have led to the enhancement of the
position of the military. It is
argued in this sort of situation
that the country must consolidate
itself under one effective leader
to repel some external menace;Kash-
mir has often been used in
Pakistani politics in this way.

In addition,

The consequences of military
takeovers can be far-reaching.
There 1is the tendency eof tha
military rulers to ignore constipu=
tional methods and rely instead'@i
their own strong-arm tagtics 0
pusi through policies and-T@jintain
order. The inevitable-reagtfion of
opposition groups is alsedipconsti-

tutional, for the gbviQus reason
that it takes two ~fo " play the
constitution game; in the absence

of the ballot box,
orts to bayonets. lence the self-
perpetuating process of coups and
counter-coups. There are instances
where a civilian aroup manages %o
oust the nilitary from novier
through popular action and restore
civilian rule. Sudan is an example.

opposition res-

In the case of Iragq, the
military took a 1leading role in
overthrowing the royal regime on
f4th July 1958. DBut as soon as
that aim was achieved, bickering
started among the leaders of the

coup, exacerbated by the jockeying
and competition for power aniong the
nuierous political groups. It was
obvious that the new government had
no coherent social and economic
platform on which to stand.Further-
more, the eccentric personality of
Kassim helped to create a confused
political atmosphere. His outliook
and attitude towards political pro-
blems facing the country was that
of a typical army officer: no
political tactics, but a belief in
attack and destroy methods. ‘hen
in 1961 the Kurds raised their
grievances to the Government,Kassim
reacted _viglently and instanta-

neocusly. Thus the Kurdish was
started)” Of course there is more
te then Kurdish prohlem than this

analysis suggests, i.e.the question
oftwo nationalities within one
state; but experience has shown
that military leaders are the least
qualified to deal with such a
delicate situation; witness Irag
and Nigeria. For even military
ieaders worry about public support;
and the easiest way to gain that is
to whip up  chauvinistic feelings
among the section of the population
to which the government belongs and
to make a different section serve
as a scapegoat for all the evils of
the country.

An effective policy countering
the trend towards military rules
must be based on socio-economic fac-
tors. First of all, the military
profession should be de-glamorised
and less pampered than at present
in many developing countries.
Another method 1is to widen the
educational training of officers,
who do not normally get a thorough
political education 1in addition to
their military training.



. & TANIPHITO

1 THE NATIONAL RIGHTS OF THE KURDS AS A PEOPLE

MUST BE RECOGNIZED AND GUARANTEED.

2 THE NAME, “KURDISTAN”, MUST BE RECOGNIZED

AND ITS BOUNDARIES WITHIN IRAQ DELINEATED IN

KEEPING WITH HISTORICAL, GEOGRAPHICAL ‘AND ETHNIC REALITIES.

3 KURDISTAN MUST BE GRANTED THE FULLEST

AUTONOMY WITHIN THE IRAQI REPUBLIC.

4 THE KURDISH LANGUAGE MUST BE RECOGNIZED AS

THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF IRAQI KURDISTAN.

5 KURDISH CULTURE MUST BE ALLOWED TO DEVELOP

AND THE RIGHT OF THE KURDISH PEOPLE RECOGNIZED TO

EDUCATE THEIR CHILDREN IN THEIR OWN

LANGUAGE AND BRING THEM UP IN THEIR OWN CULTURE.




6 THE STANDARD OF LIVING OF THE KURDS MUST BE

RAISED AND THEY MUST BE GIVEN EQUAL AND JUST

OPPORTUNITY FOR SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.,

OIL ROYALTIES ACCRUING FROM OIL PRODUCTION

IN KURDISH TERRITORY MUST BE DIVERTED

FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE KURDISH NATION, IN A

JUST PROPORTION AND TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE

SIZE OF THE KURDISH POPULATION IN IRAQ.

; THE KURDS MUST BE ALLOWED TO MAINTAIN THEIR

OWN DISTINCT POLICE AND SECURITY FORCES WHICH

WILL REMAIN IN KURDISTAN AS GUARANTEE OF ANY PEACEFUL SOLUTION.

8THE IRAQLCENTRAL GOVERNMENT MUST BE SO
COMPOSED AS TO GIVE AUTHENTIC REPRESENTATION

TO BOTH THE ARAB AND KURDISH NATIONALITIES.

MILITARY DICTATORSHIP MUST BE ABANDONED AND

DEMOCRATIC LIBERTIES MUST BE RESPECTED.

9 SHOULD THE IRAQI GOVERNMENT REFUSE TO ACCEPT
THE ABOVE DEMANDS, THE KURDISH PEOPLE WILL

STRIVE TO EXERCISE THE RIGHT OF SELF-DETERMINATION,

UNDER THE INTERNATIONAL CONTROL OF THE UNITED NATIONS.

The Essential aims of the Kurdish Revolution



Detractors
Iraq must take note. Apologists
for the regime point to a siqnifi-
cant recent case which shows, it is
arqued, the proper way in which the
Government dispenses justice to the
citizens of the country. The story
goes back to the days of President
Abdul Salam Arif - Arif I - when
the Iraq and Kuwait Governments
decided in 1963 to end their long-
drawn-out wrangle and settle their
differences amicably. There were,
however,certain conditions attached
to the final agreement concluded.
One of these conditions made public
at the time was that Kuwait Govern-
ment should grant Iraq a thirty-
million-pound loan, which "was not
expected to be repaid in forseeable
future". Thereby a new chapter
opened in Irag-fuwait (relations.
And this would have been'the end of
a happy episode of diploratic suc-
cess but for some recént revela-
tions following the.sudden death of

from the regime in

Arif I in 1966.

It appears that there was a
personal aspect involved in  the
neqotiations leadino to the agree-

ment between Iraq and Yfuwait. The
latter generously offered Arif I a
sum of two million pounds as a
token tribute to the President's
relentless efforts in  bringing
peace and friendship among sisterly
Arab Governments. ilot unnaturally,
it was not thought to be in the
public interest to disclose this
fact at the time. The FKuwait
Government offered to deposit the
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two million 1in a Swiss private
account,as normally is the practice.
Cut Arif I rejected the suggestion
outright on the gqrounds that his
patriotism would he severely shaken
if he did not show confidence in
Iraqi banks. tle therefore deposited
the two million aift in Rafidain
Cank, Caghdad, as an ordinary pri-
vate account. Fate, however, proved
to be too cruel for the energetic

President™ to draw on the special
fund at 7Rafidain lLank. Thus the
sand._storm and the helicopter

¢crash)...

This tragic event created a feu
problems in Iraq, not all entirely
political. For examnle, there was

Arif I's legacy. ilis widow
approached the Rafidain DLank and
demanded the two million pounds

bequeathed to her by her late hus-
band. Unfortunately, the Bank did
not qive her the noney and claimed
that it belonaed to the State.

AMas, upholders of individual
liberty and justice intervened on
behalf of the poor bereaved widow.
They took up her case in court. And
the hero of our story is none other
than the present minister for
Foreigqn Affairs, Ismail Kairullah,

who is a lawyer by profession. The
"inister represented the widow
durina the court hearings of the

case. By all accounts, he conducted
a brave and brilliant plea for' the
plaintiff and defended her rightful
claim to the disputed rioney. The
court, after a 1lonqg and heart-



searching period of deliberation,
decided that the widow was indeed
entitled to the money deposited by
her husband in Rafidain Bank.
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The moral of the above tale

i R
(if the reader hasn't guessed by g

now) is: The regime in Iraq not
only ensures that justice is done,
but, more important, that. justice
is seen to be done!

Spectator
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QQ @ 14 m@ Komele y Pésxistin y Kurdistan le Inglistan

Committee for the Advancement

of BRurdistan-03 %K.
C A K PLEA ON SYRIA

CAK issued the following appeal to
various jnternational organisations
in December 1967:

Dear Sir,

This 1is an wurgent appeal, on
behalf of the Committee for the
Advancement of Kurdistan -U.K., in
order to draw your attention to the
tragic plight of the Kurdish people
in Syria. They are subjected to
drastic, inhuman measures initiated
by the military junta ruling Syria.
According to recent press reports,
the Government is intensifying a
campaign with the aim of Arabising
the Kurdish area. The means which
the Government has chosen to
achieve this end are extremely
ruthless, and flagrantly contrary
to the United Hations Charter and
the Declaration of Human Rights.
Thousands of Kurdish families have
been deprived of their homes and
their land on the Syrian-Turkish
and Syrian-Iraqi borders. Others
have lost their Syrian citizenship
overnight. The full details of
this campaign are given 1in the

statement attached with this letter.

It is quite evident that the
Syrian Government is set out to
annihilate the Kurdish community in
that part of Kurdistan.Their policy
can only be compared with that of
the South African Government regar-
ding the African population. The
Syrian regime blatantly encourages
racial discrimination 1in social,
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economic, political and educational
fields. This situation obviously
constitutes a case where Arab
nationalism has turned into a chau-
vinistic and militaristic creed,
used by a military junta in the
hope of destroying the roots of the
Kurdish nation in their own home-
land.

This kind of aggression is
clearly prohibited by accepted con-
ventions of international law. It
is indeed ironic that these tragic
measures “should be taken by the
Syrian-Government when this year
has.been designated as Human Rights
Year. Therefore we urge you and
your organisation to take heed of
the serious situation in Syrian
Kurdistan, and hope that you will
be able to raise your voice in
defence of the just cause of the
Syrian Kurds. Public opinion must
condemn the Syrian regime. Let us
rescue thousands of Kurdish
families from a miserable fate.

A positive step to assist in
this respect 1is to send a fact-
finding mission to the relevant
area in order to ascertain the
exact circumstances of the Kurdish
community in Syria.Our Committee is
prepared to give you all the
assistance you require to achieve
this.

CAK-UK

22nd December, 1967.



WHY A KURDISH WAR ?

FOND OO “ONDP> KON NS ORA

from H.E. Taufiq Wahby

In Time and Tide recently a
suggestion was made by Mr. F.J.
Goulding that my knowledge of the
Kurds in Iraq, as a Kurd and as a
former Minister of the Iraq
Government, could add to your news
item about a regrettable Iraq Army
attack upon the Kurds.

The Kurds are an ancient Indo-
European people with a language of
their own and distinctive customs
and dress. As mountaineers and
guerilla fighters they defend them-
selves, 1if necessary, with great
military skill and determination.

But they have no tanks or
aeroplanes or means of initiating
war, and they would of course pre-
fer peace to develop their rugged
?ountry rather than have to defend

t.

Normally the Kurds-do maintain
peace with their neighbours, they
welcome development of their lands
and resources, the construction of
roads and dams and improvement of
their conditions, etc.

Unfortunately in the last few
years the dictatorial and chau-
vinistic Governments of Iraq have
been using the valuable oil royal-
ties of the country to buy many
kinds of modern arms with the
apparent object of subjugating and
exterminating the Kurds. Recently
they began to use religion also for
the same object. Thus a gloomy war
of repression has replaced the con-
structive programme  and the
stability and prosperity of a few
years ago.
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The present thought of many
prominent and loyal Iraqis,however,
is how, with honour, to stop this
war and spend the misused ofl
revenues in a better way.The sooner
a way is found, the better for all.

The first step would be to
cease air attacks on Kurdish
villages and withdraw the Army to
its quarters, the next to draw up
a pact that Arab and Kurdish
parties would agree to keep, and
which must be passed through an
Iragi parliament elected immediately
and freely by the Iraqi nation.

OBITUARY

ij We regret to announce the death ¥
{ of Mr. Amin J. Said, who died §
{on 13th May 1968. in  Moscow.
i He was a  member of the
4 Executive Committee of KSSE in
1 the Soviet Union.

L Mr. Said was born in 1940 in
i Sulaimani  and  was an active
{ member of the Kurdistan Students
if Union.  In 1959 he went to the
| Soviet Union and was elected
| Secretary to the Branch, where |
i\ he played a very active role in
| KSSE.Only recently he graduated
yas a Civil Engineer.

1 The Iraqi Embassy in Moscow
'y refused to have anything to do
(/with making arrangements for
| sending the remains to Kurdis-
1 tan, However, the Soviet
| Government very kindly offered
i to undertake this.

iiMay we offer our condolence to
j{his family and relatives. He
4will be a very great loss
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FREE PRESS IN KURDISTAN

Many publications have started
appearing 1in the liberated Kurdis-
tan. They are mostly in Kurdish.
First, there is the magazine "Dangi
Pesh Merga" (Voice of Pesh Merga?
Also, there is "Dangi Kurdistan".
Then there is a newspaper by the
name of "Safin" and another one
called "Risgari" (Liberation).

Though they are all concerned
with major political issues in
Kurdistan, they all put special
emphasis on local news and also
undertake educational functions. Of
course, there are national papers,
mainly "Khabat", which is the organ
of the Kurdistan Democratic Party,
published in both Kurdish and Arabic:

INTERNATIONAL JURISTS

The Bulletin of International
Commission of Jurists, Ho.31, con-
tained an article on the Kurds
under the title of "The Kurdish
Problem".It deals with “The History
of the Kurds", "The Kurds in Iraq",
"The Recent War" and - "The Kurds
Elsewhere". The article concludes
with these words: “If the world
today 1is to realise its determina-
tion that problems should be
resolved by the Rule of Law rather
than by the old Rule of Force, it
must establish international machi-
nery whereby the rights of ethnic

minorities and unpopular groups
living within a state may be
protected"”. The International
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Commission of Jurists is a non-
governmental organisation which has
Consultative status with the United
Hations and UNESCO. The Commission
seeks to foster understanding of and
respect for the Rule of Law.

HAPPY KURDISH NEW YEAR

Jlawroz was celebrated in all
parts of Kurdistan on 21st iarch,
which marks’ the beginning of the

ew Years, The Kurdistan Broadcasting
Station transmitted special pro-
grammes to celebrate the occasion.
There were several rallies organised
by Pesh lMerga, in Balek, Dashti
Hawler, Penjween, Koya,Sharbajer and
Germian.

CAMPAIGH AGAINST ILLITERACY

For the last seven years
schooling has been an unfortunate
casualty of the war in Kurdistan-
Iraq. The danger is that a whole
future generation in Kurdistan might
be deprived of proper education.
The Kurdish Revolutionary adminis-
tration has tried to cope with this
grave situation. But there still
remains a great deal to be done.
Lately, task forces have been desig-
nated to various areas to fight
illiteracy. The cadres of the
Kurdistan Democratic Party undertake
most of these activities. In
addition, appeals have been made to
relevant humanitarian 1international
organisations, such as UNESCO, for
aid to overcome the problem.



KURDS IN SWEDEN

The VYurdish Refugees in Sweden
issued an appeal in March regarding
"the question of national oppres-
sion and discrinination against the
Kurdish people in Syria, which
definitely amounts to Genocide".
In recent years the number of
Kurdish refugees in Sweden has
increased due to the humane and
genuine hospitality of the Swedish
Government and people towards those
urds who have become victims. of
political oppression in  Kurdistan.
Viva Swedish-Kurdish solidarity!

KSSE GENERAL EXECUTIVE

On the invitation of the Polish
Youth Organisation, the General
Executive Committee of the Kurdish
Students' Society 1in  Europe 1S
going to hold its biannual /meeting
in lUarsavw towards the end of August.
The agenda includes the Setting of
a date and a place for the'Society's
next annual Congress,. in addition
to discussing current matters.

ARIF, JUNIOR, APPOINTED

The son of ex-President Arif I
has been appointed as the assistant
military attache in London, presu-
mably as a consolation prize. Let's
hope he does not gain enough
influence to stage a comeback for
his father.
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THE KURDS

An Historical
by Hassan Arfa
Oxford University Press, 35s.

and Political Study

General Arfa has had long and
firsthand experience of the Kurdish
problem both as a soldier and as a
diplomat. He was Chief of Staff of
the Iranian Army from 1944-1946 and

Ambassador to Turkey from 1958-1961.

He has written an interesting study
of the Kurds. It deserves to be
carefully read. The author has
obviously spent considerable time
and effort 1in gathering the neces-
sary material. This is not to say
that the book is entirely success-
ful in tackling its subject.

In the preface to his book, the
author says: “The reader Lwill
wonder how it it possible for Jan
Iranian officer, who for = years
fought against the Kurdsyin“the
frontier districts, to._wfite an
objective and impartial account of
their history, position and aspira-
tions, and not introcduce a bias in
favour of his own country, which
includes a Kurdish minority about
one million strong". How, indeed?
One looks in vain for an answer to
this question throughout the book:
the only explanation we get is the
author's personal assurance that
he has "restricted himself to an
account of known and undeniable
historical facts". The chapters do
not, unfortunately, vindicate this
encouraging promise: in the same
breath with his assurance, the
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_and his Kurdish Studies,

author shows
figure for the

bias by giving the
Kurdish population

in Iran as "about one mwillion",
which is a highly questionable
estimate. And this seems to be the

pattern throughout the book:"facts"
which constitute erroneous and
contentious statements. Indeed, the
author appears to confuse facts
with interpretations.There are many
examples.He says that the two chief
Kurdish dial€ots are Zaza and Ker-

manji. Zaza/, as a matter of fact,
is only.d& minor sub-dialect in
Kurdish, (See article by T. Hahby

in theymagazine Galawej, No. 4,
April 1940, Baghdad,for the classi-
fication of the Kurdish dialects
Part I).
It is also claimed on page 4 that
"Zaza and Gorani are only spoken
dialects". If the author had cared
to check, he would have found a
sizeable Gorani and Zazai litera-
ture. Even most of the Kermanji
writers have used Gorani dialect in
their folk tales which they have
written in verse.Further,the author
says that “"The administrative and
technical words" in Kurdish language
“are practically all borrowed from
Persian and Arabic"; and, "most of
the words have Persian roots". It
is quite true that Kurdish has
borrowed numerous words from the
North-West mid-Iranian dialects to
which Kurdish belongs. In fact,
Persian and Turkish contain far
more Arabic than Kurdish does. kE
is simply inaccurate to say that
most Kurdish words have Persian
roots, since both Kurdish and



Persian are derived from the same
ancestor, and hence one cannot
originate from the other, although

modern Kurdish is more archaic than
modern Persian.

In discussing life in Kurdistan
the author gives a bizarre picture,
e.g.: "In summer the lower slopes
are dry and bare, and the flocks
which form the chief means of live-
lihood of the population must go
high up the slopes to find fodder,
obliging their owners to lead a
nomadic life, climbing up the moun-
tains in summer and coming down
into the valleys and plains in
winter”. I would have thought that
a writer with personal experience
of Kurdistan would have avoided
this sort of naive and pseudo-
romantic view of the country. It is
well known that the main body of
the Kurdish people 1lead an urban
and rural life, with very little
trace of nomadism. Homadic 1ife-is
more prevalent among neighbouring
nations than among the Kurds.

The political survey of events
is also unsatisfactory,particularly
the section dealing with Kurdistan-
Irag affairs. The author says that
Shaikh Mahmud was exiled to
Nasiriyah for the second time after
his first exile in 1930, for ‘“his

political intrigues". This is not
true. Shaikh Mahmud was never
allowed to return to Sulaimani

after his subdual in 1932, but in
May, 1941 he took advantage of the
confusion created by the Rashid Ali
coup in Baghdad and fled Daghdad to
return to Sulaimani region, where
he continued to stay in his village
Darikali. On pages 132-133 the
writer asserts that Daud Jaf

crossed into Iran "with several
thousand armed followers". Yet it
took two vehicles to transport Daud
Jaf and his family and his follow-
ers to Iran!

In Chapter 4 there is a very
sketchy account of the Kurdish
political movement in Kurdistan-

Iraq. On page 130, it is stated
that Mulla Mostafa Barzani,together
with some of the members of the
former Heva (sic) party,founded the
Kurdistan Democratic Party in 1958.
The K.D.P. was in fact founded in
1946 (see "The Kurdish Republic of
1946", by William Eagleton, which
is, surprisingly, «cited by the
author_in his bibliography).

[“think General Arfa's efforts
would have been more rewarding had
he attempted to write a book of his
personal experiences and contacts
in Kurdistan,instead of his version
of an ‘"objective" and "impartial"
account of Kurdish politics and

h'iStOY‘y. M Bap?r

A national emblem of Kurdistan
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De Gaulle’s doub

Beatles’ ‘ official” ’f Kur dish Ie der appealsl
The French : to de Gauﬂe

and the Kurds | FROM OUR own coRRESPONDENr__pm, Feb, 7

e suddenly woken up Muyllah Mustafa Barzani, leader, J#The right-wing Ekirsre. aoinga
zl-ItEeKazczsmh:r ﬂ:e French Govern- ! of the Kurdish nationalist moye., | President Arif of “ pursuing the Dt
ment is probably about to start sell- | ment, has writien (o President de | less massacre of one-third of Jraq's
ing Mirage fighter-bombers to Iraq | Gaulle begging him not ‘te_ give’ | POPulation: “the Kuyrdish people ™.
which might, of course, be u;ed arms 1o Iraq upless the* Kurdish | fhﬂc: thca I;!'t-\m:;g Combat remarks
against Israel in the next war but problem is settled first, i tha ghdad has on its conscience

would almost ocertainly be used

h ti '3 genocide which is not old, that of
against the Kurds in the meantime.

The text of this letter became | the  Kurdish People, and  which

L of colrse, will turn as known in Paris today, 2nd is clearly | iniquity ang monstrousness ought 1o
: drz-fh:n}‘::t:ctlz; the Kurds’ protests as timed 1o coincide with the arrjva] | give food for thought 1o General de
the Russians have in the past—and of President Arif of Trag for his | Gaulle, who js SO sensitive to the Jot
{ the British and Americans El:;efoll;f Stale visjt, OF Oporessed minorities "
Iraqis are always bom vy & ]
e e Kurde sl e Lovimed Yol feca yuf ou Fresdent | /" GUARDIAN
nations of the world are_ : de Gamlle jn his letter, * therefore iday Febru 6 196
ing to seil them arms with which to You.kannot but be sympathetic to the i R u
doit. ?(]mgf;h hopeless _resrslanf:e l;a\.rl'\ich the :
) i Mountain people have been
Deeply 11'1V01V3d carrying on for sjx Years in northern 4 r ance Seus
: Irad’ .. . You have not hesitated to | / :
Israeli protesis will be more vehe- denounce the Vi

more wide | Vietnam war: |
| Sone %ndn::}iﬂ geo ecament ]gnfhg:gs- i J"’C fgle of the Kurdish peoplzngssng al'n'lOlll‘ ed cars '
Th re v 1 €33 dear to ou th thar |
an l?c'.ambarser on arms shipments 10 0 Y an tha: of the

fes i i ietnamese people.”
= E‘Obum;fasq "::‘g::g Itg tl?fri-tluai ,n"”";amalp_is by no means without tO Il' aq
geaﬁrﬁiti:; of those countries involved i i a':: I f?é!cl: public opinjon, Paris, February 13 I
to Israel, Egypt, Jordan and Syria. | : Ald committee for the 3 ry

i : ati : : It was cong
e e, | B IR || v contred e e
in the war, lost "ﬁ’ny l;’;?pi:gne‘;’" ! statement deploring the G?Werﬁmi-m‘g light Armoured cars anq i still |
:f:?pivc?;‘dest;'&mdcon the west ' Alleged intention 1o supply arms, and , negotiating the sale of 52 Mirnge

| A su nic j
bank of the Jordan (this was one of UTBING it in any event to subordinate ! | ml-’_-’ﬁ;f_l"s_ ic ,I‘lﬁ‘gﬁ worth about £63

i ] ies ™ : { 5818 =
'} the causes of the war) and remains | t’};’:,“‘g:':"f’:ltf\ qllo ;a formal congi- hard armoured L‘al‘;f \52: }:::-
‘| now firmly entrenched jn Jordan. Shih e){\_ 10uld not hc.us,_:f! firmed by what wes desempeg
It is thus chicanery to claim Iraq . The | €. Rurdish  popujation - | | * authoriseg sources.,”
descrves 1o be treated differently | Ist of signatorjes includes such Iraq j

evp wh ! Is said to want the
from Egypt—or Israel. ose 30 normally stawnch Gaullists as M. delivery of the Mirag i
Mirages, largely paid for, are now Léo Hamon, deputy, and M. Fran- In 1969 angd alsp

d n IS 'S0 seeks French
being lined up in Toulouse. B“‘; '€0is Mauriac, the writer, {aid in the training of airerafy
all's fair in trade and “"“,‘"?“n i Several French newspapers ;f_ng_m_eers and pilots, The nego-
France has already won a major t:o ‘devoted Jeading articles today to ul‘atwns are being complicatéeq %y
concession from lrag and hopes criticisms of the Government's culti- M_e French em T80 on the
win another. vation of the Iraq Jeader. and men- L ages ordered by Israel two

tion the Kurdish problem as a reason r};'l?;rts :ﬁg a}}‘i thiin{,:%;b}h fto
for holding back. delivery, the assault f:ctog :
would have to delay deliveries
to the French Air Force,
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Stop Press: BAGHDAD [OUP SPECIAL

As Kurdica was going to the
press, a group of army officers
staged yet another coup d'etat in
Baghdad. Our apologies if some of
the material in Kurdica is dated;
however, it is not an easy task to
keep pace with events in coup-prone
countries. (One cannot justifiably
blame coup engineers for not giving
the Press a forewarning!). To twist
a well-known phrase, “That's coup
business".

PRE-COUP PSYCHOLOGY

It has become evident in the
aftermath of the coup that basical-
ly two groups planned and executed
the takeover. The first is a
faction of the Baath Party, the
second a group of ambitious army
officers. The first group’ 1s
represented by the new President
Hassan Al-Bakr; Salih M, Amash,the
Minister of the Interior; and
Hardan Al-Tikriti, Commander- in-
Chief and Commander of ™ the Air
Force. The Prime Minister, Col.
Abdul Razzak Al-Naif,represents the
second group in the move, which is
a mixture of young officers in the
Army Intelligence Service and a
number of officers among the
Presidential Guard. In fact four
officers in the Guards Unit - known
as the Wild Four - were exerting
considerable political pressure on
Arif even prior to the coup. It is
a fact that wunder their very
prompting, several ministers were
dismissed and others appointed in
their place by Arif. Only two weeks
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before the coup, as rumour was
gathering in Baghdad about conspi-
racies being hatched against Arif,
the four officers cunningly offered
to leave the country and accept
diplomatic posts abroad if Arif
didn't trust them. This served as
a perfect camouflage for the
plotters. Arif's suspicions were
dispelled. And since many of the
conspirators held influential posts
in the Intelligence Service, parti-
cularly Naif,,“Arif was left in the
dark about!their movements. Arif's
attention’was further diverted by
exaggerated and romantic stories
aboutyan uprising (Cuban style) by
the marsh Arabs in the South.

POLITICAL REPERCUSSIONS

The new leaders have made all
the standard noises about their
high-minded intentions to stamp out
corruption indulged in by the
previous regimes, and the restora-
tion of a 'true democracy'. A1l the
goodies are promised, including
free elections, free press and
freedom of party and trade union
associations. The people, however,
have so far shown little response
towards the new regime. One cannot
really blame them; apathy is the
result of their familiarity with
this sort of political situation.
Their immediate feelings can be
summarized as: ‘"we've been through
all this before".



TWO PROBLEMS

There are two basic problems

facing the regime. The first is
the question of restoration of
parliamentary 1ife and civil
liberties, and the other 1is the
Kurdish problem.

In spite of the sonorous
pledges by the new rulers, people

are sceptical about their sincerity.

A fair indication of this 1is given
by the absence of any declaration
setting out a time-table to restore
parliamentary life. We haven't been
told how they intend to go about
fulfilling the electorate promises
given. A1l that has happened so far
is that the membership of the
so-called Revolution Council has
increased to forty members, which
does - not change the oligarchic
nature of the regime. A call for
the return of the Army to the
barracks may sound unrealistic now;
but if there is to be a/ solution
for the country's economic and
social problems, civilians must
play an active part in -the en-
deavour.Furthermore, the new rulers
must Tearn how to tolerate opposi-
tion, and not try to annihilate it,
as the previous Baath regime did
when it came to power on 8 February
1963. '

KURDISTAN POLITICS

The Kurdish leadership has not
yet made its comment on the coup.
Prior to the 17th July, Kurdo-Iragi
relations had reached a deadlock
situation. = Many skirmishes had
occurred between Pesh Merga troops
and the Iraqi Army. But there was
no large-scale fighting.
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One of the reasons given justi-
fying the coup 1is that the Arif
regime did not solve the Kurdish
problem. The new regime, however,
do not specify how they are going
to solve the problem. Can it be
by naked force again? - Although the
regime is now too weak to start
another military offensive against
Kurdistan.

LEST THEY FORGET

The - people of Kurdistan still
shudder with horror at the mere
mention of Baath rule in 1963. On
11th June-1963 the Army started an
attack which was unique in its
savagery. Members of the Kurdish
delegation then negotiating in
Baghdad were arrested and subjected
to torture, which became a common
method of dealing with all political
prisoners. Yet the real atrocities
were perpetrated in Kurdistan.
Numerous cases are fully documented.
One of the most tragic episodes
occurred inside Sulaimani, where
Iraqi troops, .led by Brig. Sidig
Mustafa, rounded up 273 Kurdish
citizens in one night, and  nobody
knew their fate until three months
later, when it was discovered that
180 of those arrested had been
lined up and buried alive by bull-
dozers. This happened in a place
two miles from the centre of
Sulaimani, now known as "Girdi
Shahidan", The Hi1l of the Martyrs.
The remainder were shot elsewhere.
Many of the citizens arrested were
either students or teachers. One of
them, by the name of Haji Baki, was
due to fly to the U. S. A. on a
scholarship two days after his
arrest. He was a brilliant physics
teacher in the secondary school of
Sulaimani.



Air Force created
~havoc-in Kurdistan. One of their
notorious raids was directed
against : a ladies' public baths in
the city of Koya, where 95 innocent
women and children lost their lives.

The Iraqi

Yet Kurdistan's resistance
persevered even after the 'Sisterly’
Baath Government of Syria joined
the Iraqi forces against the Kurds.
The result of that campaign was the
downfall of the Baath regime. It
ended a truly grim chapter in the
modern history of Iraq and Kurdi-
stan.

These facts need reiterating,
because many of the men who conduc-
ted the 1963 campaign are back in
power after this recent coup. The
new president, Hassan Al-Bakr, was
Prime Minister then. M. Al-Amas is
notorious for describing the
campaign against the Kurds as
"a picnic". He was then Minister of
Defence. Harden Al1-Tikiriti was
the Commander of the Air Force, and
hence directly in charge of aerial
bombardments.

Politics of revenge are not
wise.People should judge political
issues on their own merits,
rather than on the basis of past
grudges. But the essential need
is to make sure that the experience
of 1963 1is not repeated under any
circumstances. The Kurds can't
afford to be caught unguarded again.
Before anything else, therefore,the
physical security of Kurdistan must
be guaranteed.

WHAT NEXT?

The new Prime Minister has
expressed his desire to reach a
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solution for the Kurdish problem.

Any Kurd can tell him straight-
away that he hasn't made a very
good start. Among newly appointed
Ministers are two Ministers who
represent Iraqi mercenary forces -
Jash Muslih and Abdulla Naksbahandi.
This 1is no gesture of goodwill
towards the Kurdish people! Yet the
new regime still has a chance of
doing something genuine about the
Kurdish problem. The Kurds could
very well have taken advantage of
the uncertainty created by the coup
and escalated their confrontation
with the Iraqi Army. But they
exercised self-restraint instead.
Let us hope- that this was not done
in vaine
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In Jordun, oo, exiled Syrians have
thrown caution to the winds and pro-
cliimed their support for the original
Baathist ideologist, Michael Afluk.

Our correspondent in Amman re-
ports a group ol Buathisis there as
saving: *The coup is the first step
wwzrds true Arab unity and social-

volutionary Army have heen alerted |
to discover what intentions the new
regime has for settling the long-
stunding dispute with the Kurds who
control two-thirds of Iraqi Kurdistan.
The Kurds regard the new President
and especially his Minister of the
Interior as hitter opponents of the
Kurdish cause. -

————— e e e
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New Iraqi Premier seeks stronger
links with Britain and France

From our

Trag’s new Prime Minister,
the former Colonel Abdel
Razak Al-Naif, now emerging
as the leading conspirator
behind Wednesday's = over-
throw of President Aref, made
a secret visit fo the country’s
North at the weekend, prob-
ably to taik to army units
fighting the Kurdish guerrillas.

This underlines the import-
ance the regime places on
making peace with the Kurds—
two million of 1Iraqs eight
million people—who are fighting
for an autonomous homeland
incorporating regions of Iraq,
Persia, and Turkey. The attitude
of the large forces of soldiers
fighting this long, vicious war is
a crucial consideration for any
Bagdad Government with ambi-
tions to move from a military
coercion of the tribesmen, which
is what President Aref’s policy
seems to have amounted to.

Meanwhile the new Foreign
Minister, Nasser Al Hani, con-
firmed here today the already
widespread helief that the
regime of President Bakr will
not make any violent changes in
foreizn policy, “ We will honour
and ehdorse all agreements that

we had with for 'n States,”
said the Foreigr’ er, " The
major change nterpal.”

b .

i newspipers  amd  one

Nevertheless the coup appears
certain to strain Iraq's relations
with Egypt. Aref was generally
held to be the closest of all Acab
leaders to President Nasser. He
was in the habit of referring
almost all policy decisions to
Cairo [three weeks ago Bagdad
asked Cairo if it would mind if
Iraq started importing Vauxhall
cars].

The new regime is led by
members of the Right-wing fac-
tion of the Ba’ath Socialist party,
traditionally antagonistic to
President Nasser's still potent
influence throughout the Arab
world. The Prime Minister was
one of the soldiers who sup-
pressed an attempt by pro-
Nasser officers to overthrow Aref
in Jume, 1966. But it i5 elear
from the Foreign Ministerls
comments today that the regime
wants the policies of Irag. and
Egypt to be merely sepacate
rather than drastically different.

Excilement gone

Special Correspondent, Bagdad, July 22

General al-Bakr : Seesaw of
oincurity amnd power.

"TWO PHONE CALLS
. JAND ARIF FELL

The first dispatch out of Baghdad after the Irag coup

WGHDAD, July 13, Tank shells
«0d machine-gun bursts near the

, presidential paluce at 3w, per-
staded President Abdul Rahman
Arif that the coup against him

were told 1odav,

urrender,  thousands of shols
.ere fired proclaiming victory.

morning appeared in two Arabic
English-
Janzuage daily todayv. :

The newspaper Al Jumhourisa
reported: ™ Zero hour for the revo-
lation was 3 un. &

The plan depended on  tension

Wity (o sueceed. the lragi people

When the President agreed 10,

The first account of how the
regime was toppled carly vesterday:

|
|

“Through close cooperation be-

' tween the two groups the revolu-

within the presidential guard which |
made i1 casy for commandos and |
retired soldiers 10 enter the palace. ]
In addition there were commandos
and soldizrs within the palace. ;
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tionaries were able to move their
units, break through the palace walls
and direct the guns and machine-
guns on its towers which had been
trained on the outside, towards the
palace buildina.

Officers’ demand

T After the presidential palace
had  been  surrounded snd  com-
mando  forees. led by President
Ahmad  Husan  al-Bakr,  together
with infantry and tank forces had
broken in,  Presidemt Bakr  tele-
phoned Abdul Rahman Arif, asking
him 1o surrender to avoid the shed-
ding of innocent blood.™

The paper went on: ™ He declined
al first, putfing up fragile arguments

mtended to explore the situation !
ic_;n‘c!"ully, find cui the

flonaries’ resources and gam tme.

revolus

———— i e
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Unexploded bombs after lragi Air Force attack
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Please help victims of the
Kurdish “WWar,

Write to: Committee for Advancement i
of Kurdistan (C.AK.) ;,.-' A
21 Onslow Gardens, London, SW?; qlf_ A
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