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Abstract

The purpose behind conducting of this research entitled (The
Economical and Social Conditions of South Kurdistan according to public
Kurdish Journalism 1980-1991) is to show the role of public Kurdish
Journalism in displaying economical and social conditions of South
Kurdistan. In order to know how much the writers of that period have lived
with the people and addressed their causes and problems. Moreover, this
research i1s to disclose problems of population, unwanted traditions and
finding solution to them. Besides, we use the newspapers and magazines
issued in that period as sources and witnesses to depict Economical and Social
Conditions.

The newspapers and magazines were being issued in that period verily
constitute a historic piece of Kurdish Journalism where they left a great
amount of impact on life of Kurdish Society via civilizing all fields of life.
Meanwhile, the period of time of the research coincides with the two
prominent events; first , Saddam Hussein's rule period and the policy of
repression practiced by Ba'ath government that time against any kind of
political and cultural movement in case it involves the content the idea of
Kurdish nationality . And the second event is the war between Iraq and Iran
that broke out for eight years where Kurdistan became the war field and was
stricken by economical and social damages. Other than the points mentioned
above, the reason behind selecting this subject for research is that there was
no academic study so far as regards the role of public Kurdish Journalism.

This research consists of an introduction, three chapters and a result. The
first chapter is about a comprehensive historic view of the newspapers and
publications that constitute an introduction to this research where Kurdish
Journalism conditions were discussed during 1980-1991 in Iraq. In order to
understand those conditions easily, centers of issue of Kurdish Journalism
were distributed to these sub-titles; governmental Journalism, professional
Journalism, learning Centers Journalism and Free Journalism.

Second chapter is dedicated to deal with Economical condition of South
Kurdistan in the light of the newspapers issued in the above-mentioned
period. Due to press information, agriculture and its products talked about as
main position of Kurdistan economy and light shed on stance of the
newspapers issued about Agricultural Reform laws and their impact on
agricultural sector of the region and the governmental policies adopted against
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that sector. Besides, zoological sector and poultry projects and their numbers
and powers of production were reviewed. Moreover, agricultural problems
mentioned in the newspapers and caused troubles to the farmers and
harassment were touched upon. In the beginning, in the second sub-title, we
talk about industry and professions. At the starting, we present industrial
factories, in particular, industrial sectors related to construction material
buildings, foods and beverages/drinks, and textile industries .Then, we look
into profession condition and handicraft industries. After that, we put labor
and workers conditions on the review desk. And the third sub-title deals with
trade sector that involves interior and exterior trade and coincidence with the
impacts of Iraq and Iran war on trade movement, issue of a new Iraqi
currency, the monopoly phenomena and cost of living. And in the fourth
sub-title, we shed light on tourism and services sector.

Third chapter of the research sheds light on perspective of newspapers on
social circumstances of south Kurdistan where the first sub-title deals with
social traditions that drew attention of writers, including social beliefs,
Women Rights, Children Education, marital traditions, Feasts and occasions,
clothes and games and enjoying times meantime. it tackles social problems
that were outspread that period of time. And the second sub-title, it addresses
the matter of population groups, class difference and tribal conditions as per
press articles. And third sub-title looks into social services status like
municipalities and health where hospitals and contagious diseases and health
problem are the most prominent topics of this sub-title where a lot of about
them has been written. This part is dedicated for folk medicine that were
outspread in the society, and the writers who have tried via newspapers
enlighten people about those remedies stated that some of those remedies had
nothing to do with the medicine.

All public Kurdish newspapers , magazines and publications issued in that
period of time in Iraq and presented in the first chapter of this research , are
only main resources for us in this research where we could depict and present
economic and social conditions of south of Kurdistan and analyze them.
Among those newspapers that we depended on more other than the rest, it is
because those newspapers had correspondents in all cities of autonomy area
through which they presented accurate news and information regarding their
areas.

The role of magazines and publications in that period of time was not less
than the role of the newspapers, particularly, there were magazines dealing
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with an aspect of matters. Among those magazines, we find that gjsat"

S iES o&,5% ~Agricultural Revolution appendix" )" Jissias - Agriculture”

oy suset - Economic Expert", attach a great amount of importance to

economic issues or economic aspect. Those magazines were enriched with
information about agricultural status in Kurdistan. We also may state that "

Jaa3S § swwgwsas -Health and Society” was reflecting health circumstances of
the area. And we took a great advantage of ",i,s ,aus, - Workers Toil"

publication dedicated to the activities of Workers Syndicate and its events as
regards workers conditions. Furthermore, verily, "&ss, - Colored magazine",

however, it is enriched with miscellaneous information, it has a private
column in the name of (What is the solution?) that expressed strikingly about
the social problems from which Kurdish Society were suffering that time.

Moreover, there was governmental censor on Kurdish Journalism. That is
why; Kurdish Journalism could not express actually economical and social
conditions of Kurdish society. Obliged, we refer to depend on some of
published documents and governmental and party publications consisting of
another part of the resources of our research. Also, we took advantage of a
number of academic theses. Along with the information acquired from
newspapers, magazines and publications issued in that period. Often,
information gathered, have been authenticated via other resources like
bibliographies and books.

At the end of my research, we reached to conclusion that despite lack of
newspapers & magazines in some aspects, we may say that journalism of that
period can be a significant source for research on Economical & Social
Conditions in South Kurdistan.
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