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(TRANSLATION)
Irag
July, 1965
f3o
Right Honoreble Harold Wilson M -

0.B.E., M.P.
Prime Minister, London

Dear Prime Minister

Greetings:

We have the honor to present to Your Excellency the latest
developments of the Kurdish Question in Irag, and the sev crisis,
¢reated by the Iragl Government concerning it.

As Your Excellency may know, ve had ceased fire on February
10, 196k, so @ to provide the Iragi Government ample opportunity
to resolve the Kurdish Question through peaceful negotiationa and
to respond to the natiopnal and justified demands of the Kurdish
people, which do not exceed an sutonomy within the framevork of the
Iraqi Republic. Such a demand is the least that any pation may
accept in this century in order to secure its national rights. But
to our great disappointment the government refused to respond to
any of our pational demands, even the simplest. On the contrary,
the government disregarded even those national rights previously
recognized in the Temporary Iraqi Constitution of 1958. Instead,
the Iraql goverament, pursuing the path of a cheuvinistic military
dictatorship, in order to entrench itself, demanded that we demobilize
the Kurdish Army of Liberation. This, in effect, nmeant unconditional
ggmur. vhich is unjustified and wholly unacceptable to any loyal

In March, 1965 the government again initiated actual war
against us. More than 80 percent of the Iragli ermed forces have
m-mwcmwtmnmsuonmwhvenmdm
bombardment of peaceful Kurdish towns and villages with artillary
and planes, using napalm bombs, destroying our besutiful country
end killing its innocent inbabitants.

Ever since March, 1965 there have been continual clashes
the eggressive Iragli Army and the Kurdish Army of Liberation.
We also know definitely that the Iragi government has purchased
large quantities of toxic gases for use against civilian Kurdish
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inhabitants so as to terrorize them. This is against the Geneva
Convention and international law. Furthermore, this continual
tighting in Kurdistan endangers the security and peace of the
Fiddle Bast which may lead to dangerous consequences on world

reace.

We therefore beg of Your Excellency that you support the
vronged Kurdish nation, that you stand against the sale of arms
to the Iragi Government during this crisis and that you use your
wide influence and appreciated efforts to prevent injustice and
strocity against our nation. Our people are looking forward to
your support amd are appreciative of any moral and material help
that can be offered.

Please accept our sincere regards and appreciation.

Respectfully,

(Signed) Mustafa Barzeni,
President of the Command Council
of the Revolution of
Iraqi~-Kurdistan,

President of the Democratic Party
of Iraqi-Kurdistan,
Commander-in-Chief of the
Revolution.
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Hight Bonoretle Berold Wilson
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Prine Minister
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MEMORANDUM ON THE KURDISH
QUESTION PRESENTED TO THE

UNITED NATIONS
IN NOVEMBER 1968

The Kurdish Nation is still living under the shocking
shadow of a grave danger to its total physical existence,
Sericus threats Kill hang over this nation, and behind
the relative quiet, which is nothing but a fiction, lies a
tremendous amount of tension, which without an ad-
vanced warning may bring about a most serious explosion
which in turn will cause the renewal of the genocide
which successive Iragi Governments have since 1961
been conducting against the Kurds.

The history of the Kurds dates well into ancient
times. Today, it is known that in the period of about
G000 -~ 9000 2.C. the Kurdish population turned from
the economy of recolte { e consumption ) in order (0
reorganize itself within the framework of the economy
of production

The Kurdish nation, a people of Indo-European
stock and linguistically belonging to the Iranian group
of languages. possess a magnificent history based upen
great values of human traditions. The nation has been
ruled for the last 25 centuries by 25 kings of the same
family.

Today, n Irag there are about 2,000,000 Kurds (the
totzl lraqi population is about 7,000,000) tiving in an
aes of 80,000 square kilometers (the total ares of
Iraq is 444,442 square kilometersl. The history of the
Kurds is a story of hercic existence; and its modern
history witnesses the rlasting struggle for self-deter
mination. The purpose here is not o elaborate upon the
evolution of the Kurdish history but rather to shortly
describe the war of genocide which the | raqi Government,
regardiess of the changes in the regire, conducts against
them since 1961,

In 1961, and during the following (wo years, the
Iragi Armed Forees, equipped with the most modern
8rms - from airplanes 10 cannons — waged a war tha
purpose ol which was to exterminste tha Kurdigh
people. 1t is therefore no wonder that all members of
Kurdish nation raltied under the fiag of rebellion
carried by General Mustata Barazani. Due to the heroic
stand in the fights that were imposed upon 1hem, the
Kurds forced the National Council of the lrag
Revolution to recognize n March 1863 the “"National
Rights of the Kurdish Nation,"

Emir Kamuran, A, Bedir-Khan

The Kurds believed those promises and staried 1o
establish contacts to examine their realization. However,
it became clear that it the contacts and the talks were
intended 10 deceive the Ku For in February 1965
the leagi Minister of Iaterior Mr. Subhi Abed El Hamid
dectared that "lIraq does not intend 10 grant autonomy
10 the Kurds, in the present or in the futwre, ' and the
new war in which the Kurdish nation heroically stood
its ground against the wild warlare conducted by the
Iragqi militory forces fully spread again. Regardicss of
the heavy losses accrued 10 the Kurds they refused 10
surrender, forcing the lrag) leadership to admit its
military defeat and its fallure to silence the Kurdish
voice. On June 29, 1966 the former lragi Prime.
Minister Abed El Rahman Bazzaz signed an pgreement
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with the leaders of the Kurdish Reyolution which was in
essence a recognition of the Kurdish right for autonomy,
and a promise to respect and honor it. A coup eliminated
Bazzaz and successive governments have denied this new
obligation to the Kurdish people.

Two years have elapsed since then, and in Iraq
governments and regimes have changed. Iraqi leaders
try 10 renounce the identity of the Kurdish Nation and
continue to negate their right to lead 2n JuoNomMOous
life. The Kurds do not ask a separation from Iraq. They
simply ask for the right to live as a national minority
{which is about 30% of the total population), to speak
their own language, 10 open their own schools, and to
conduct thewr own affairs. But these elementary rights
are obviously considered 10 be exaggerated in the eyes
of the ruling government in Baghdad.

In this wer, which ‘has flared up several times since
1981, the Kurdish Nation has suffered more than 60,000
casualties and more than 3,000 destroyed villages. These
figures are not imaginary. Foreign and
observers who visited Kurdistan in recent years have
testified to this fact.

On July 2, 1963 the People’s Republic of Mongolia
decided to bring the crime of genocide perpetrated by
the Government of lrag against the Kurdish peopie
before the next (18th) session of the United Nations'
General Assernbly. Also on July € of the same year,
the head of the Soviet delegation at the 36th session
of the UN. Economic and Social Council, heid in
Geneva requested in an official letter to place on the
agenda of the Council “the policy of genocide which
is being pursued by the Government of theé Republic
of lrag against the Kurdish people.”” It is also 10 keep
in mind that the former U.S. Secretary of Defense,
Mr. Robert Macnamara, spesking on the Middle East,
said that ane of the three guestions worrying the U.S.
Government is the bad treatment reserved for the
Kurdish people.

The right of the Kurdish people to exist as a nation
has Dbeen recognized through legal, international
guarantees even in modern times. The Sevres Treaty of
1920, in the section entitled “Kurdistan' and under
Articles 62, 63, and 64 formed the modalities for the
establishment of a Kurdish state. Article 64 of that
Treaty states that no objection will be raised by the
Allied Nations regarding voluntary membership to this
independent Kurdish state, the Kurds who live in
Kurdistan (in Irag). Through political maneuvers, this
part of Kurdistan was kept within Iraq against the will
of the Kurdish population.

In a joint Declaration of the British Government and
the Baghdad regime, dated December 24, 1922, of ficially
communicated to the League of Nations, the following
terms of the right of autonomy of southern Kurdistan
within Iraq were stipulated |

DOCUMENTS

“The Government of His Britannic Majesty and the
G of Iraq ize the rights of the Kurds
living within the frontiers of Iraq, to establish a Kurdish
Government within these frontiers, They hope that the
different Kurdish groups will arrive as soon as possible
at an arrangement among them on the form they desire
for this government and the limits within which they
would like it to extend. They will send responsible
delegates to discuss their economic and political relations
with the Government of His Britannic Majesty and the
Government of lrag.”

Action on the part of the |ragi Governmenmt to
implement the terms of this Declaration has always been
stalled and never implemented. There were several
uprisings with the aim to establish writhin Irag an
autonomous Kurdish territory, but they were all
forcibly and with great bloodshed suppressed by the
Baghdad government.

The leaders of the Kurdish Nation have tried for
years i call the attention of international bodies 1o
theif efy of help for the international conciousness 10
swaken and call upon the Iraqi government to recognize
the elementary human rights of the Kurdish people
before it is too late, before a new war is waged
against them,

Emir Kamuran A, Bedir-Khan

Envoy of the Command
Council of the Kurdish Revolution
in lraqi Kurdistan

New York
November 15th 1968

SEIARNEESE RN

His Excellency U Thant
Secretary-General

United Nations
New York, N.Y.

Your Excellency:

In the memorandum which | had the honor of
presenting on November 15, 1968 | attracted your
Excellency’s attention to the dangerous situation in
Iraq between the Kurds and the Baghdad Government
which is & result of the Government's refusal 10 honor
its obligations.

As it must be known to your Excellency, more than
half of the Kurdish territory (an area of about 80,000
square kilometers) has been under the full control of
the Kurds where there already exists a de facto

inistration since 1961. Consequently,
this territory is under the sovereignty of the Kurds, an
area into which no one, not even an Iraqi minister can
enter without oermision fram the Kurdich authoritioc
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This situation has lasted for seven years.

In the light of these facts, it is more than misleading
for any Iraqi Government to ci@im that the Kurdish
question is an internal affair. These facts prove that
the Iragi governments have been unable to break the
will of the Kurdish people to achieve their legitimate
rights in 2 full autonomy. The only thing that these
governments have done has been to bring misery and
destruction to the civilian population througn their
indiscriminate air attacks.

We Kurds zre a peace-loving people and you your
Excellency, are the man In the highest position of
authority and responsibitity for keeping justice and
peace throughout the world. Thus in the name of the
Command Council of the Kurdish Revolution and its
|leader His Excellency General Mustafa Berzani, | am
urging your Excellency to name a United Nations
mediator, as you have wisely dane on other similar
occasions, 1o intervens and settle the Kurdish question
in a just and peaceful manner,

Please your Excellency accept my highest consider-
ations.

Respectiully,

Emir Kamuran A. Sedir Khan

Envoy of the Command

Council of the Kurdish Revolution
in Iragi Kurdistan

New York

November 18th 1968

Gemir Badirkhan writes 10 the Secietary General
of the United Nations.

His Excellency U Thant
Secretary General
United Nations

New York, N.Y.

Your Excellency:

In the name of the Kurdish peopls snd their leader,
Mustafa Barzani, | submit this appeal for your kind
consideration

lt_is a known fact that for the past eight years the
Kurdish pecple living in the northern part of Iraq, have
been suhemed to severe military attacks, from ground
and by air, in addition 1o the application of an in-

4 bl depriving the whole
Kurdish community of nutrition, education and other
nacessary i of life, by s ive Iraqi di t
governments who have assumed power by military
coups.

May 16.69

rrs DOCUMENTS DOCUMENTS

No doubt your Excellency is well familiar with the
recent history of lraq. At the end of the first world
war the new state of Iraq was carved out of the Quoman
Empire, with Faisal the first imposed on Iraq 35 king,
by the British government.

Despitz the composition of Iraqi population repre-
senting a number of Indigenous minorities, the Arab
majority rule became dominant from the stert, thus
on many occasions stepping on the tegitimate rights of
these non Arab population, particularly the Kurds This
situation led to many uprisings by the Kurds against
wespassing on their right by the Arab authorities
supported by the British, because of their oil interests
which lies mainly in Kurdish Territory.

However these differencas were some what composed
and the situation had bscome tolorable, specially after
the second world war, when the discrimination against
the Kurds was lessened.

Unfortunately with the advent of the revolutionary
era, this picture was reserved, particularly with the
appearance of young militant Arab Nationalist Officers
on the szene, who become bent on the total assimilation
of non Arab minorities, specially the Kurds, who
constitute so large a portion of the people of that
country.

War have been waged by these Arab Nationalist
enthusiasts against the Kurds with unrelanting ferocity
using all the modern means which the present military
sience has produced and which most of the geat
powers have been pleased 10 place at their disposal, for
maney obtained from oil revenues, drived from Kurdish
soll.

Despite all sincere attempts to reach an amicable
wlution by the Kurds, the Iraqi authorities instead of
respanding in a similar spirit have used periods of
truces provided for the conduct of such takks,
regroup for tual ion of lities at their
choice. The closest point to a genuinine agreement
was reached during the tenure of office by Abdul-
rahman Bazez as prime minister, in June 1966, which
policy although declaredly upheld by successive govern-
ments, no results have been obtained, because of their
pvasive tactics to impliment this agreement, and again
resorted 1o taking full advantage of the lull, in the
fighting, n order to get the army ready for the
resumption Of nostilities, and finally the present
exirimist government embarked on @ most barbaric air
and ground attack, indiscriminately on the Kurdish
population on January 3, 1963, The intitis! reports of
these operations show thet the losses suffered by the
innocent  population both in life and properties have
been on a cale ingall provi o H

This in shoet i the @ad history of the helpless Kurds
of Iraq, who have lived thare from recorded history.
deprived of every worldly possession and even their
lives for the simple fact that they want a democratic
regime under which they could live asequals with cther

van




continued from page 38

Iraqi nationals.

At this juncture we bring 10 your Excellency’s sense
of justice the inhuman measures taken by the present
dictatorial, military authorities of Baghdad, with the
hope of your Excellency using all the measures at your
Excellency’s disposal to bring an end to this distructions
of innocent, and defenseless civil lives and their
properties.

Finally it is our greatest faith in your Excellency’s
personal aim to bring about a rule of justice and order
in this turbulent world that we submit this appeal,
hoping that the Kurds will not be left to be destroyed
by default,

Please, your Excellency, accept my highest consider-
ations.

vav
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