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THE RED KURDISTAN: GEOPOLITICAL ASPECTS OF  
FORMATION AND ABOLISHMENT  

 
David Babayan 

 
Resume 

On July 23, 1923 the territories of former Kelbajar, Lachin and Kubatly re-
gions were united to form a separate Kurdish uyezd (area), which is more known 
as Red Kurdistan. Interestingly, but information about the formation of a Kurdish 
administrative unit was disseminated back in 1921. For example, on October 3, 
1921 Russian Federation’s People’s Commissariat, headed by Joseph Stalin, in its 
newspaper published an article where it informed Soviet public that the forma-
tion of a Kurdish Republic was in process.    

The Kurdish uyezd was comprised of six diara or sub-districts – Kelbajar, 
Koturlou, Karakishlagh, Muradkhanly, Kurdganji and Kubatlou. The administra-
tive center of the uyezd was the settlement of Lachin. The total population of the 
uyezd was 51,2 thousand people, the Kurds comprising 73,1 percent of the popu-
lation. The Kurdistan uyezd existed for several years and was abolished on April 
8, 1929. There were formed eight okrugs (regions) in Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist 
Republic (SSR) Instead of 13 uyezds. The territories of the Red Kurdistan were 
included in the newly formed Karabagh okrug. In was only on May 25, 1930 
when a separate Kurdistan okrug was formed. The Kurdistan okrug was bigger 
than its predecessor and incorporated not only the territory of the former Kurdi-
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stan uyezd but also the former Zangelan rayon (district) entirely and Jebrail dis-
trict partly. On July 25, 1930 the Central Executive Committee of the USSR 
adopted a decision abolishing okrugs as administrative units and introducing new 
units – the rayons. Accordingly, the Central Executive Committee of the Azerbai-
jan SSR adopted a decision on abolishing the Kurdistan okrug. However, no Kur-
distan rayon was established later on. Thus, the Kurdish administrative unit ex-
isted for around 7 years.             

In spite of such a short period of existence, the formation, existence, aboli-
tion and memories of that entity in general have been laid in the sphere of geo-
politics since the first day of the formation of Azerbaijani state. The formation of 
the Red Kurdistan in 1923 solved some geopolitical issues at once. First of all, the 
formation of this entity was a perfect leverage for Moscow to influence Azerbai-
jan and its attitude towards the new Soviet system. Azerbaijan SSR, having two 
autonomous entities and the Red Kurdistan, could hardly have disloyal attitude 
towards the Communist system. Otherwise, it could lose these territories. Second, 
having formed the Red Kurdistan, Soviet authorities weakened tensions between 
two Soviet Republics – Armenia and Azerbaijan. In 1921 Azerbaijan declared 
Zangezour and Mountainous Karabagh integral parts of Armenia. At that time the 
territories on which the Red Kurdistan was formed were parts of Zangezour and 
Mountainous Karabagh. However, in the same year Mountainous Karabagh and 
the most part of Zangezour were given to Azerbaijan under the pressure of Joseph 
Stalin. This fact, of course, was very painful for Armenia. Consequently, forming 
the Red Kurdistan, Moscow eased tensions between Armenia and Azerbaijan be-
cause from the Armenian perspective those territories did not become parts of 
Azerbaijan in a pure sense. There was formed a new separate national entity. 
Third, the existence of the Red Kurdistan had also important foreign policy sig-
nificance, taking into consideration the fact that at that time it was the only 
Kurdish entity in the world and by such it was a very efficient leverage to exert 
influence on the Kurdish people in general.                 

Geopolitical considerations became actually the most important reason for 
abolishing the Red Kurdistan. In 1930-s there were some significant trends in glo-
bal politics, the most important of them being the Nazi coming to power in 
Germany, the imminence of a war between the USSR and Germany and tradi-
tionally close ties between Germany and Turkey. In this situation Soviet authori-
ties formed a new Azerbaijani identity, a new Azerbaijani nation, which was to 
incorporate all the Moslem peoples of the Azerbaijan SSR. What the Kremlin had 
in mind was to loosen and eventually cut any ties between Soviet Azerbaijan and 
Turkey. For this very reason not only the existence of the Red Kurdistan, but also 
the Kurds of Azerbaijan SSR in general became needless and soon to be abolished 
and disappeared.    
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