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Kurdistan workers party (PKK) in regional relations of Turkey and 
Israel 

1980- 2003 

Following the establishment of the state of Israel, Turkey recognized the 
State of Israel. After that, turkey saw Israel such as its near political ally and 
created good relation with it. However,   in historical stages, rise and decline in 
their relations have been happened by political situation. But, at the beginning of 
the 80s. The relations have restarted again.  

In the late 70s and early 80s, leaving Abdullah Ocalan and his associates to 
Syria, where they set up military headquarters and   started its armed 
insurgency in 1984. Moreover, emerging crisis over water between Turkey and 
Syria. Thus, these factors made turkey concern on Turkish national security. 
That is why, along with economic factors, continuing that dangers and causes 
made turkey to raise its relations with Israel increasingly. In nineties their 
relations reached the levels of cooperation and strategic alliance. Which one of 
the main factors in that relations was that PKK activities and dangerous should 
be banned. Eventually, in the way of pressure on Syria during the Adana treaty 
in 1998, Syria was forced to give up PKK cooperation and evicted Ocalan from 
Syria. 

Moreover, this research has appointed the role and participation of the 
Mossad, Israel's national intelligence agency to arrest Ocalan. However, Since 
the AKP came to power following the 2002, the relations between Turkey and 
Israel have become decline. In return, there was a kind of informal and secret 
relation between PKK and Israel, but it did not reach clear political relation and 
led to cooperate PKK or weakened Turkey and Israel relations completely. These 
secret relations between PKK and Israel did not take any significant step and 
they remained secretly and were not important for Kurdish issue.In return, PKK 
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organizations that they saw Israel as great enemy. That is why, all of factors had 
others significant effects on the weakness of PKK and Israel relations.�
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